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KPA RS. Elphinſtone, having, when 
e M q ſhe went home with the chil- 
e dren, after the admiſſion and 
rejection of various plans of operation, 
deemed it highly prudent, to inform Mr. 
Elphinſtone, of all that had happened, 
and to aſk his advice, how: to proceed; 
Vor, III. -:/ as 
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as ſhe could not, though ſhe ſtrongly 
ſaſpected Mrs, Twiſdale, of having con- 
nived at the extraordinary diſappearance 
of her valuable friends; prove the juſt- 
neis of her ſuſpicions: but ſhe determi- 
ned at the ſame time, to proceed in the 
manner above-mentioned, 


Mrs. Twiſdale, could not with any 
decency or prudence, refuſe to comply 
with Mrs. Elphinſtone's orders; or to in- 
terrupt- the removal, of every thing be- 
longing to her lodgers; ſhe, therefore, 
produced her bill, was paid off, and had 
in a few hours afterwards, the mortifica- 
tion to ſee the apartments, which Sir 
David had occupied, in the condition 
they were in when he hited them. 


Having 
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| Having taken care of every thing, 
which belonged to her friends, and made 
room for Nelly and Peggy, in the houſe 
in which ſhe lodged; ſhe difpatched 
Gregory to Scotland, with a letter to her 
huſband ; who was y ready to ſet off 
with 1t. 


Mrs. Elphinſtone, happening to riſe . 
earlier than uſual one morning; in order 
to dine with a friend, who lived a few 
- miles from the city; as the weather was 
remarkably fine, took poſſeſſion of the 
carriage which ſhe had hired for the day, 
' ſooner than ſhe intended, that ſhe might 
enjoy more of her friends company, in 
the open air,—Upon the road, ſhe met a 
coach, in which ſhe ſaw, to her great, 
but to her agreeable ſurprize ; Sir David 

S——: fitting forward, with another 
B 2 perſon, 
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perion, whom ſhe had never ſeen be- 
fore. 


She immediately commanded the dri- 
ver to turn back and follow the coach, 
and upon enquiring of him, who was the 
owner of the houſe at which it topped, 
was told that it had been lately purchaſed 
by Mr. Walker, an attorney.,—it was 


ſituated, in an unfrequented lane, and 


therefore, very well calculated for the 


execution of any ſcheme which required 
Privacy. 


Mrs. Elphinſtone, then, as her devia- 
tion from the high road, in conſequence 
of her curloſity, had not much retarded her 
little journey, animated the rider, with 
a very quickening ſpur, to carry her 
briixly to the end if it. , 


VV has ; 


=. 
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When ſhe returned in the evening to 


= her lodgings, ſhe informed Nelly, who 


firſt made her appearance; that ſhe had 
ſeen her maſter. 


Have you, madam,” ſaid the ho- 


neſt girl, with an unfeigned ſatisfaction 
in her face, Where, pray, madam ?” 


I met him ina coach, Nelly, which 
l followed, and faw it ſtop at a houſe, 
© lately purchaſed, by a Mr. Walker, 


6 in Loneſome-lane.“ 


% My ſtars, madam,” replied Nelly, 
looking {till more joyous, ** I'll be hang- 
«© ed if Peggy's ſweetheart, does not 
„ live with that gentleman ; for his maſ- 
« ter's name is Walker, and he is a 
4 lawyer,” 


„ Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elphinſtone, not leſs pleaſed with 
the behaviour of Nelly, in the communi- 
cation of her intelligence, than the intel 
ligence itſelf; proceeded immediately to 
interrogate Peggy, about her lover, Who 
coloured up to the eyes, and looked very 
| fooliſh 3 but, when the ſeriouſly urged 
ker to aſk him, when ſhe ſaw him again, 
whether his maſter had not lately bought 
an houſe in Loneſome-lane, and told her, 
why the was fo inquifitive about him; 
Peggy, as delighted, as her fellow ſer- 
vant; with the hopes of being inſtrumen- 
tal to the releaſement of her maſter, (who 
was beloved by every body in his ſervice) 
{aid readily, that the would make him, 
if poflible, when he next came in her 
way, anſwer that queſtion. 


Tegpy 
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Peggy, in leſs than half an hour, re- 
ceived a note from her lover, which in- 
formed her, that he was in a ſhop a few 
doors from her, and begged to ſee her 


immediately. 


She went to Mrs. Dawſon's without re- 
luctance; becauſe ſhe knew, that ſhe 
could go to her ſhop without the leaſt Nur 
upon her reputation; but before the 
could queſtion him, he beckoned her in- 


to the back room, and thus addreſſed 
himſelf to her. 


I have a great ſecret to tell you, my 
« dear Peggy : your maſter, Sir David 


«© S—— , concerning whom Mrs. El- 
“ phinſtone has been ſo many days un- 


« eaſy, is in my maſter's cuſtody. 


B 5 Oh! 
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«© Oh! Mr. Dempſter, you give me 
*«« exceſſive pleaſure; but, why didn't you 
„ tell me ſo before? you don't know 
«© how miſerable we have all been about 


„ him,” 


„ Becauſe, I promiſed my maſter 
% not to tell a living foul, who his 
« priſoner was; but, as he has uſed me 
in a very ſcandalous manner, I will 
* not keep my mouth ſhut for him any 


„longer.“ 


« I with, Mr. Dempſter,” ſaid Peggy, 
like an honeſt hearted girl, ** that you 
| had not broken you promiſe ; becauſe, 
| if you do it with one, you will do it 
| „with another; but I am glad of what 
you have told me, for all that, as I hope 

„that 
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* that you will contrive to let my maſ- 
ter out of his confinement.” 


* You may be aſſured,“ replied he, 
c that I ſhall exert my utmoſt endeavours 
„ to releafe him, and I wiſh that I could 
tell where lady Eleanor is confined ; 
„ but Mr. Glenbucket, would not even 
«© truſt Mr. Walker, with that ſecret.” 


«© Mr. Glenbucket, cried Peggy 
with an aſtoniſhed countenance, * has 
that bad man, robbed us of my dear 
“ lady? 


% Ay, Peggy, and he would have 
locked up the little twins, ſomewhere, 
« if Mrs. Elphinſtone had not prevented 
his aunt Twiſdale, from n 
them to him.“ 


by Mrs: | 
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«© Mrs Twiſdale, his aunt ! dear me, 
© how you amaze me: well, now the 
murder is all out, and I will go im- 
„ mediately and let Mrs. Elphinſtone 
know all that you have mentioned 
to me. 


. my dear Peggy,” aid 
vr. „ and I will, in the mean 
time, facilitate dir David's releaſement.” 


Peggy, then kurried home to commu- 
nicate to Mrs, Elphinſtone, the agreeable 
news which ſhe had received from Mrs. 
Dempiter, with which ſhe was highly 
pleaſed, as a friendly woman; and as a 
pious woman, attributed the diſcovery 
which ſhe had made to the gracious in- 
terpoſition of providence. 


Peggy 
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Peggy, thro' haſte to deliver her intel- 
ligence, darted from her lover's arms, 
without aſking him when ſhe ſhould fee 
him again,—This omiſſion, gave Mrs. 
Elphinſtone, at firſt, ſome ſmall uneali- 
neſs, as ſhe was eager to know what 
progreſs Mr. Dempſter made in his in- 
tended good work; but, depending upon 
his perſeverance, as he had been impel- 
led by a powerful motive, reſentment ; 
ſhe concluded, that he would find an 
opportunity to complete it, and that ſhe 
thouid ſoon hear when it was compleated. 


Full of pleafing expectation, Mrs. El- 
phinſtone retired to reſt; full of pleaſing 
expectation ſhe roſe in the morning. 
Juſt when ſhe had fat down to her break» 
faſt-table, Sir David entered the room. 
She ſtarted ſtarted from the chair with 

ſo 
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fo much alacrity, in order to congratu- 


late him, upon the recovery of his liber- 


ty; that ſhe almoſt overturned the whole 
tea apparatus. 


My dear, Mrs Elphinſtone,” ſaid Sir 
David, flying to embrace her, My 
* amiable friend, how rejoiced I am to 
** ſee you again; oh! that I could but 
* ailo behold my life's ſupreme comfort, 
** my ever, and moſt fondly beloved 
5: lady Eleanor? Where, where are my 
** {weet children, are they too raviſhed 
from me.— 


Theſe ſentences were uttered almoſt 
in a breath, and as Arthur and Reginald 
appeared upon the opening of a middle 
door, he hardly heard Mrs, Elphin- 

ſtone's 


ſtone's friendly, hearty effuſions on his 
.eſcape from impriſonment. | 


*. 
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f 


-At. the ſight of him, they advanced 
towards him, as faſt as their little feet 


could carry them; crying out all the 
way, Papa is come, papa is come: 
„ where.have you been, papa?“ ſaid one, 


* where have you been, papa?“ {aid the 
other; « No matter where I have been, 


my pretty -poppets,” replied he, kiſs- 


ing them alternately, “ fince I am ble{- 
fed with a view of your innocent an- 


„ gel-faces, again.“ "B00 


He then turned to Mrs, Elphinſtone, 
and ſaid, „ Oh! my dear, madam, if 


lady Eleanor was here, how happy 
_ <* ſhould I be ; but without her“ — 


* 


Here 
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Here little Arthur interrupted him 
by pulling his coat, and crying, What 
*& have you done with mama? why 
didn't you bring her with you?“ — 


Reginald, was at the ſame time aſk- 
ing Mrs. Elphinſtone, why his mama, 
didn't come with his papa; and where 
ſhe was. — | 


Their native behaviour, affected Sir 
David ſo much, that he could hardly 
refrain from tears; and it affected him 
the more; becauſe, as he was quite un- 1 
certain about lady Eleanor's ſituation;: 
he was puzzled to find proper anſwers, 
to their home queſtions, by which, while 
he admired the ſimplicity of them, he 3 
was deeply hurt, —Having alſo a ſtrong a 
deſire, when his fatherly effuſions were 

| over | 
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n Z over, to enjoy a tete-a-tete with Mrs. 
1 1 Elphinſtone; as he had much to ſay to 
hy her, and imagined, that ſhe had a great 


deal to ſay to him; he in the moſt ten- 
der manner, embraced his dear boys a- 


{k- gain, and ſent them, under the care of 
na, their maid, into the room from which 
ere they came to him; telling them, that 


he hoped, ſoon to bring their mama to 
ſee them.“ I hope ſo,” ſaid his eldeſt 


Sir fon, ** Do, pray pappa,” replied the 
rdly youngeſt, often turning back their little 
him | heads to look at him, till they were out 
At of his fight ; while he fixed his eyes up- 
jon ; on them, as long as he could fee them, 
wers, with a variety of "ping and . 
while emotions. 

1, he J | | 
trong When the door was cloſed upon his 


were wear children, Sir David, begged Mrs. 
over | Elphin- 
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Elphinſtone to relate what had paſſed, 
witkin her knowledge, concerning his fa- 
mily, from thenight in which he was for- 
ced from his happy pillow; and ſhe very 
ſuccinaly informed him, of every particu- 
lar, that was intereſting to him.— Diffe- 
rent paſſions, were excited by the dif- 
ſerent circumſtances, which ſhe comu- 
municated ; by turns, he was melted to 
tenderneſs, and rouſed to reſentment : 

and when ſhe mentioned the connections 
between Glenbucket and Mrs. Twiſdale, 
he ſhuddered with horror; being alarm- 
ed, from the ill uſe which had been 
made of his note, addreſſed to lady Elea- 
nor, with the moſt dreadful apprehen- 
ſions, on her account. 


When Mrs. Elphinſcone, had .conclu- 


ded her narrative, ſhe expreſſed no ſmall, 


curioſity, 


5 
— 


olu- 
mall, 
fity, 
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curioſity, to know what had happened 
to him during his confinement, and he 
eratified it in the following manner: 


«© What I have to ſay, with regard to 
myſelf, madam, will be ſoon deliver - 
ed; for the days of my confinement 
were aot diſtinguiſhed by many inci- 
dents.— When I was carried to Mr, 
Walker's, I was informed by him, 
that I muſt conſent to remain his priſo- 


ner, unleſs I could cancel 2 debt, with 


which I ſtood charged by his friend 
Mr. Glenbucket : the debt wasa fair 
one, becauſe I had certainly, upon a 
particular emergency, borrowed the 
ſum of him; which he, by his attor- 
ney, demanded : but I was, you may 
be ſure, not a little ſurprized at the 


inſolence of his demand; after the 


Vol. III. C treachery 


18 


« treachery of his conduct. — However, 
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as | was ſo cricumſtanced, I told Mr. 
Walker, that I had not ſo much money 
about me; but, that I would write to 


ſome friends in Scotland, not doubt- 


ing, but that they would fend ſuffici- 
ent remittances by the return of the 
poſt. He ſeemed to be very well 
ſatisfied with what I had ſaid; I fat 
down, therefore, directly, to acquaint 
Mr. Elphinſtone, Mr. Drummond, and 
a few other friends, with the fingula- 
rity of my ſituation ; fully expecting, 
that it might ſuit one of them, at leaſt; 
to ſupply my wants, upon ſo urgent 
an occaſion.— When I had finiſhed my 
letters, Mr. Walker undertook to put 
them into the poſt office for me; and 
told me, with great civility, that he 


* would do every thing in his power, to 


© make 


„4 


LAT D D 


make his houſe agreeable to me, du- 
ring my ſtay in it; adding, that if I 
choſe to ſee lady Eleanor, a meſſenger 
& was ready to carry a note to her.” 


«© Pleaſed with the general civility, of. 
his carriage, and ſtruck with the con- 
«© cluding mark of his good- nature; I 
« wrote a few lines to my ineſtimable 
« wife immediately, and he left me with 
<< that, and the before written letters.” 


c Ina reaſonable time after the depar- 
e“ ture of the meſſenger, to my beloved 
© wife,[ could not helpexpreſſing my won- 
der, at the ſlowneſs of his return: but 
*© my wonder was ſoon afterwards con- 
« yerted into concern, when Mr. Walker 
informed me; that lady Eleanor had been 

n „taken 


4 | 
ö 
4 
: 


20 MEMOIRS OFT AN UNFORTUNATE 


67 


66 


cc 


+ 


cc 


c; 


cs 


cc 


44 


cc 


6c 


** 


4 


* 


taken ſuddenly ill, and was utterly un- 
able to leave her chamber. 


„Every day did I intreat Mr. Wal- 
ker to ſend, to enquire about her 
health; but every day produced an- 
ſwers, which increaſed my uneaſinels, 


„ The unſatisſactory anſwers, which 
were daily brought to me, concerning 
lady Eleanor's health, and the conti- 
nued diſappointments which | received, 
aiter the return of the mail, from 
Scotland ; threw me into ſuch a ſtate 
of langour and dejection, that life be- 


came weariſome to me, 


« While I was ſitting the night before 
laſt, full of bitter reflections, Mr. 
Walker, came and told me, that he 

e thould 
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'« ſhould diſturb me very early the next 


* morning, as he wanted to remove me 
eto an houſe which he had lately pur- 
chaſed, a few miles from the city; in 
* a place where he imagined, that I 
« ſhould enjoy better health.—As the ſi- 
« tuation of a houſe, is to a man, depri- 
ved of his liberty, of no great conſe- 
„ quence ; I replied, that I ſhould be 
« ready to wait on him at what hour he 
* he pleaſed. 


«© In the morning, therefore, we got 
into à coach provided for the occaſion, 
„ in which I was carried away almoſt in 
6 a ſtate of inſenſibility, fo different had 
my hopeleſs confinement made me, to 
all external objects; and in that ſtate, 
« I remained till I ſaw you: then my 
© draoping heart was ſuddealy enliven- 

C 3 * 
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ed; for then J flattered myſelf, that 
you would endeavour to find out whi- 
ther I was going: and I was ſtill more 
happy, when, on quitting the coach, I 
perceived your carriage turning back. 


© To conclude.—I was not a little 
ſurpriſed lait night, to hear Mr. 
Dempſter, clerk to Mr. Walker, in- 
form me, that if I would put myſelf 
under his protection, he would not 
only reſtore me to liberty, but conduct 
me to Mrs. E Iphinſtone's. Without 
{ſtaying to enquire into the motives, by 
which he was actuated to promote my 
releaſement, I threw myſelf under his 
diſpoſal, and in conſequence of that 
ependancs, arrived here, without 
being moleſted in my retreat. —Here 
I am, thanks to all-gracious heaven! 

here 
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„ here am I, happy to find you and my 
«« ſweet children well: but—Oh !—why 
« muſt I alſo add, here am I, exquiſite- 
< ly pained, by the abſence of my love- 
ly lady Eleanor; and by the uncer- 
“ tainty, with regard to her fate.“ 


By nothing, but that uncertainty was 
Sir David prevented from enjoying the 
ſweets of liberty; for his children by 
their engaging manners, and innocent 
prattle, were conſiderable comforts to 
him; and Mrs. Elphinſtone, exerted all 
her powers, with all the aſſiduity of a ſin- 
cere friend, to aſſuage his tender grieſs; 
winch frequently made the tears, ruſn 
into his eyes, and to fortify his mind, a- 
gainſt the ſuggeſtions of deſpair,—. 


GC 4 In 
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In a few days afterwards, while Mrs. 
Elphinſtone was moſt ſenſibly lecturing 
Sir David, over the dining-table, before 
the glaſſes were removed, upon the en- 
couragement which he gave to the admiſ- | 


ſion of deſponding reflections; the arrival 


of Mr. Elphinſtone, accompanied by the 
faithful Gregory, turned the thoughts of 
them both, into quite a new channel, 


With the tendereſt welcome, was Mr. 
Elphinſtone received by his amiable wife; 
with the heartieſt welcome, was he re- 
ceived, by his no leſs amiable friend. 
The ſcenes between them, were beyond 
expreſſion, animated and joyous, 


When the firſt tumultuous effuſions, of 
cordial congratulation, ſubſided; Mr. 
Elphinſtone, made Sir David happy, by 

telling 


telling him, that when he was at D — 
Caſtle, the day before his departure from 
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Edinburgh; the duke behaved as if his 
prejudices againſt him and his ſiſter, were 
totally eradicated, and as if he ſhould 
not be ſorry to ſee them again. He in- 
creaſed Sir David's happineſs; by adding, 
that his friends, only wanted his preſence 
in order to enable him, with their joint 
aſſiſtance, to recover his eſtate; if he 


had brought lady Eleanor with him, he 


would have compleated his ſelicity: but 


ſhe was deſtined to be delivered from her 


captivity by another man. 


Lady Eleanor, having by the pliancy 
of her behaviour, rendered herſelf very 
agreeable to Mrs. Ferguſon, was treated 
with great kindneſs by her; but the mi- 
ſerable objects, which were perpetually 

| before 
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before her eyes, and her own melancho- 
ly reflections together, gave ſuch a ſhoek 
to her ſpirits, that the appeared, at times, 
very unfit to have any connections with 
the world. —To amuſe her mind, there- 
fore, by ſhifting the ſcene, ſhe good- na- 
turedly, often permitted her to take an 
alring in the neighbouring fields, with an 
attendant. 


In one of her little airings one morning, 
croſſing a lane, in order to have a near 
view of ſome very fine cattle, in a oppo-- 
ſite meadow ; ſhe was ſtruck at the fight 
of a gentleman at no great diltance from 
her, well-mounted, riding before a poſt 
chaiſe, in which were two ladies. Her 
attention was ftrongly attracted ; becauſe 
ſhe had never ſeen a carriage of that 
kind, in that part of the country before, 
x and 
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and as all the travellers made a ſmart ap- 
pearance, ſhe ſtopped, till they came up, 
But how ſhall J deſcribe her ſurprize, 
when ſhe ſaw Sir Archibald Selkirk, gal- 
lopping towards the ſpot, on which fie 
ſtood.—“ Bleſs me, lady Eleanor,” cried 
he, as he rode up to her, what wind 
has blown you hither.” 


A very ill one, indeed, Sir Archi- 
« bald,” replied ſhe, 4+ but you are pro- 
+ videntially arrived, like a guardian 
angel, to deliver me from the hands 
of my enemies.“ 


Lou amaze me,” cried he, but la- 
* dy Selkirk, and my daughter, are cloſe 
** behind me; they will readily make 


room for their old friend: your additio- 


„nal weight, will not put them into a peri- 
« lous 
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* lous condition; you may then. ſafely. 
* open your heart, and relate all your 
** diſtreſles: beſides,” added he, © your 
champion, alſo, is not far off, and he: 
„will, I'll anſwer for him, defend you 
„ valiantly if any violence is offered 
6 to. you before we get to York.” 


When he had uttered the laſt word, 
the chaiſe was ſo near, that lady Selkirk 


and Miſs, thruſting their necks for- 


wards ; exclaimed, pretty much like Sir 
Archibald, at the ſight of lady Elea- 
nor on foot, in a bye lane, and with 
only a maid ſervant. 


As ſoon as their exclamations were 


over, Colonel Gordon appeared, and | 


diſmounted immediately to offer his aſ- | 
ſiſtance; being not leſs ſurprized than | 
his 


* 


1e 
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his companions, to ſee her ladyſhip in 
ſuch a place. 


Lady Eleanor, having given the per- 


Jon who attended her a purſe, and de- 
fired her to tell her miſtreſs that ſhe had 


been carried off by her friends, (laying 
a ſtrong emphaſis upon the word friends) 
was conducted by Sir Archibald and 
the Colonel, into the chaiſe, in which 


ſhe was ſeated between lady Selkirk and 


= Miſs Selkirk. 


While they were proceeding towards 
York, lady Eleanor convinced her 
friends, how fortunate her meeting with 
them had been, by acquainting .them 
with the diſtreſſes of her mind, which 
they all moſt ſincerely compaſſionated; 


and Sir Archibald could not help mak- 


ing 


30 MEMOIRS or AN UNFORTWNATE 


ing an apology for having been rather 
jocular in his behaviour; when her mind 
was in ſo unhappy a ſtate—“ But, I 
hope, lady Eleanor,“ added he, that 
* our meeting, this morning, will be 
attended with agreeable conſequences: 
it was certainly a very extraordinary 
* event, and I am not now ſorry that 


* we loſt our way, and were obliged to 


& firike into this lane, in order to reco- 


ver the right road; ſince we have been 


* of ſo much ſervice to you.” 


Sir Archibald, as he intended only to 
ſtay one night at York, propoſed to fix 
his quarters at the inn which he had uſed 
for many years ; and having lodged the 
ladies under the colonel's guard, left 
them to prepare Mrs. Elphinſtone for 
the reception of her friend; juſtly ima - 


gining, 
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gining, that an abrupt interview between 
them might be too affecting to them 


- both. 


Sir Archibald found Sir David and 
Mrs. Elphinſtone, taking tneir..cea toge- 


ther, and the children were alſo in the 
room-z Arthur upon one of Sir David's 


knees; Reginald in Mrs. Elphinſtone's 
lap. Not having, in the leaſt, expected 
to ſee Sir David, from what lady Elea- 
nor had communicated to him, he was 
:infinitely ſurprized; but extremely re- 


Joiced to behold his worthy friend again, 


and flew into his arms with the ardour 
of a young and fond lover, at the fight 
of an extravagantly-beloyed miſtreſs, - 


after a long ſeparation, 


7 — —— — 


cordiality. 
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Sir David, not leſs rejoiced to ſee a 
man to whom he was under ſo many 
obligations, received him with looks 
full of rhe higheſt ſatisfaction, and re- 


turned his friendly embraces with equal 


Sir Archibald, having then received 
Mrs. Elphinſtone's hearty congratula- 
tions upon his arrival, carreſſed the 
children; but perceiving the tears ready 
to ſtart from the eyes of their affection- 
ate father, endeavoured to pave the way 
for the diſcovery which he was eager to 
make; but which he did not chuſe, from 
motives, in his opinion, prudential, to 
make precipitately, by ſaying, How 


* happy are you in the poſſeſſion of 


two ſuch fine boys; if J had only 


One, 


* 
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one, I ſhould think myſelf very well 


* « off,” 


< I am, indeed, happy in the poſſeſ- 
* fion of my children, my dear Selkirk; 
% but while I am deprived of their ex- 
% emplary mother, I cannot look upon 
<< them without the moſt painful emo- 
<* tions---I am afraid that I ſhall never 
_£ ſee her again.“ 


* Do not indulge ſuch. gloomy 
„ thoughts, Sir David,” replied he, 
ſmiling, * for I am ſtrongly inclined to 
* believe, that you will ſee her before the 
* evening is over.“ 


6 Have you heard any thing about 
the dear woman, replied he, briſkly; 
Vor. III. D « quick, 


34 
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quick, quick, tell me all that yau 


know.” 


To keep you no longer in ſuſpence, 
have ſeen her.“ 


* Seen her,” ſaid, Sir David 
A mazement !---but proceed when? 
where ?” 


Sir Archibald then related the adven- 


ture of the morning, and concluded 
his relation, by informing him, where he 
had left his fellow travellers. 


« Oh! Sir Archibald, you have made 
me a new-man: but you mult not 
ſuppoſe - that I can bear to loiter her 
a moment longer: Come, my beſt gf 
friends; let me go directly to the 
pla ee 


* 
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* place in which my ſoul's richeſt trea- 
* ſure is contained.“ 


2 Not ſo faſt,” ſald Sir Archibald, 
ſtopping him, not ſo faſt.” | 


** Oh! do not attempt to keep me 


© here, while all I love in this world 


“is, perhaps, harrowed with a thou- 
** fand alarming apprehenſions on my 
account.“ 


« For that very reaſon,” replied he, 
you ought not to ſtir from hence.— 
<« Yes, Sir David, lady Eleanor is dread- 
« fully alarmed on your account ; be- 
** cauſe, ſhe is full of uncertainty con- 
t cerning your fate. It will be there- 
« fore, highly prudent, to prepare her 
for a viſit from you; I will go, and 

| D 2 *«< By 
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* by degrees, acquaint her with the 
% happineſs which is in reſerve for her; 
and you ſhall be ſummoned to make 
% your appearance before her, when 
„there is room to hope, that your firſt 


J appearance, will not be followed by 


** unhappy conſequences.“ 


if Sir Archibald, then returned to the 
inn, and having prepared lady Eleanor 
1 for the appearance of Sir David, much 


| 

| 

| in the ſame manner as he had prepared 
| him, ſor an interview with her; he ſeat 
his ſervant, to let him know, that his 
|, company would be very agreeable at the 
George, 


1 Notwithſtanding, Sir Archibald's pru- 
dent preparations, however, lady Eleanor 
as ſoon as Sir David entered the room, 
F | | fainted 


—— 
— — 
—— 


. —————— 


— 


J 


Or 


m, 
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fainted away in lady Selkirk's Arms; but 
his tender embraces, and the affect ionate 
language, which he uttered upon the joy- 


ful occaſion, ſoon recalled her ſen ſes 


and the ſcene which followed, was the 
moſt pathetic of the conjugal kind to be 
conceived ; it was ſo very moving, that not 
only their female friends, but Sir Archi- 
bald, and the colonel were ſhaken by it, 
in an extraordinary maaner : tears flowed 
in abundance, from the eyes of the for- 
mer; and thoſe of the latter, were be- 
dimmed, by the force of ) mpathy. 


When the firſt effuſions of conjugal 
tenderneſs, ſubſided, the tranſported pair 
with equal ſincerity of heart, returned the 
warmeſt thanks, to their conſiderate 
friends; for having, - concerted their 


meeting together, with ſo much judg- 


D 3 ment 
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ment.— Unable, as I was,” ſaid lady 
Eleanor, to lady Selkirk, to ſuſtain 
the ſhock of my dear Sir David's en- 
& trance, tho' I had been ſo kindly pre- 
« pared for his preſence ; it might, have, 
perhaps, proved fatal to me, had his ap- 
„ pearance been quite unexpected. But 
« come, Sir David,” continued ſhe, 
turning to him, tell us what has hap- 
* pened to. you, ſince your ſeparation 
from me; and how you procured your 
% releaſement from your enemies. Now 
«© I am compleatly happy, and ſhall em- 
„ brace my dear boys, with additional 
« rapture ; and with double joy, ſhall fiy 
to the arms of my excellent friend, Mrs. 
% Elphinſtone.“ 


Sir David, then related all that had 
happened to him, from the night in 
which 
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which he was carried off, from Mrs. 
| Twiſdale's; to the morning, on which 
he arrived at Mrs. Elphinſtone's: con- 
cluding his narrative, with high encomi- 
ums, on the whole behaviour of his old 
friend, on his account; and with due 


acknowledgments to Mr. Dempſter, for 
his friendly aſſiſtance. 


When Sir David, pauſed, lady Eleanor 

lifted up her lovely eyes, and upon her 
| knees, poured out in the moſt fervent 
terms, her gratitude to heaven; for having, 
graciouſly reſtored him to her fond arms, 
Thou deareſt, beſt of huſbands,” con- 
tinued ſhe, riſing, and claſping him to 
her tender boſom, © I hope, that we ſhall 
© never—never be parted again.— ] do. 
« not think, that I ſhall be able to ſur- 
vive another ſeparation,” 


D 4 Lady 
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Lady Selkirk, fearing from the man- 
ner her laſt ſentence was articulated ; that 
lady Eleanor, would be too much ſoften- 
ed, endeavoured to. make the conver ſa- 
tion general; by aſking Sir Archibald, 
what he had ordered for ſupper. And 
the colonel, who was never dull at a hint, 
tried at the ſame time, to make her ſmile, 
by telling Sir David, © how, confound- 
« croſs, the driver looked, when a wo- 
% man of her ladyſhip's weight got into 
<« the carriage.“ 


Sir David, when he had laughed at the 
colonel's little joke, upon his wife's thin- 
neſs, who could not allo help ſmiling at it, 
{aid to her, taking her gently by the hand, 
* You will now, my dear lady Eleanor, 
*« not be ſorry to fee your children, and 

| Mrs: 
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Mrs. Elphinſtone; and I am ready to 


* wait on you,” —— 


Before lady Eleanor could return an 
anſwer to him, Mr. and Mrs. Elphin- 


ſtone, entered the room, (having been 


previouſly invited by Sir Archibald, to 
her no ſmall ſurprize, and to Sir David's 


furprize too, as they, neither of them, 
had been apprized of their coming. 


The arrival of Mr. Elphinſtone, abſolute- 
ly made her ſtare; as Sir David, had not 
mentioned a ſyllable to her about him: 
chuſing to make an unlooked for addition 
to her happineſs, by introducing her to 
him, when ſhe left the inn.—Sir David, 
indeed, was the only perſon, who was 
not ſurpriſed to ſee the man, tho' he did. 
not expect to ſee him in-that place. 
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| A As ſoon as Mr. and Mrs. Elphinſtone, 

| had fincerely congratulated lady Eleanor, 
upon her deliverance from Mrs, Fergu- 
{on's horrid habitation, and compliment- 
ed the Selkirk-family, not forgetting the 
colonel, upon the occaſion ; the door o- 
peacd and the twins appeared. 


_ 
y 3140 tt SS moon ͤ— — — — EO 


Lady Eleanor, having ſaid to Sir 
Archibald, © You are a good creature; 
this is all your doing,” flew towards 
her children, and almoſt devoured them, 
with her careſſes; while they clinging 
by turns, round her neck; cried, * Oh 
mama, mama, I am glad you are 
come again; I love you dearly, mama; 
pray don't go away again,” — 


r 27 7 
2 — Oe 


«© Sweet, ſweet innocents,” replied 
he, bow ye wind yourſelves about 
— * my 
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« my heart! no, my dear children, I 
© hope, that we ſhall be no more divi- 
« ded in this world.“ 


Lady Selkirk, like a true well-mean- 
ing woman, - being again afraid, that the 
maternal interview, would give too great 
a ſhock to her ſpirits; as ſhe could hard- 
ly utter the laſt words intelligibly, went 
up to her, and pulling her gently away; 
ſaid, © Come, come lady Eleanor, you 
have kiſſed your children enough 5. 
pray let your friends convince you, 
how much they like them.” 


Lady Eleanor, then fell back, and. 
made room for lady Selkirk, and the reſt 
of the company to examine her children ; 
but ſtood at a ſmall diſtance, gazing de- 
lighted at them, and whenever ſhe heard 

the 
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the monoſyllables, fine boys,” repeat- 
ed, felt a thrilling ſenſation in her breaſt, 
which mothers only can feel, and which 
mothers only can properly deſcribe. 


The approach of ſupper, occaſioned 
the diſmiſſion of Arthur and Reginald, 
who were then delivered to the ſervants 
who brought them; having been detaired 
longer than uſual from their pillows, at Sir 
Archibald's requeſt ; who promiſed him- 
ſelf a great deal of ſatisfaction, in ſeeing 
the interview between them and their 
charming mother, and was not diſap- 
pointed, 


The evening was afterwards ſpent in 
hvely chat, and elegant feſtivity ; and 
when they broke up, the colonel moved, 
that they ſhould all proceed to Scotland 


In 
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in a ccrps, as they were all ſo happily. 
aſſociated; his motion, was ſeconded by 
Sir Archibald immediately, and met 
with no oppoſition, from the reſt of the 
company. 


Lady Eleanor's mind having been tho- 
roughly fatigued, by the various occur- 
rences of the day; ſhe was not ſorry to 
cloſe her wearied eyes, and to ſteal into 
the regions of oblivion ; but ſhe evuld 
not retire to her chamber, till ſhe had. 
viſited her pretty darlings: ſhe found 
them ſoundly ſleeping, and innocently 
facing each other; ſhe was almoſt afraid 
to kiſs them, leſt ſhe ſhould diſturb their 
peaceful ſlumbers: but her kiſſes were ſo 
gently impreſſed, upon their ruby lips; 
that they were not awaked by them: 
when ſhe had fo done, ſhe ſoftly breath- 

ed 
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ed a prayer to the sUrrEMe BEING, for 
their preſeryation ; and then left them, 
imploring the protection of the ſame al- 
-mighty being, for her dear Sir David, 
and herſelf. 


In the morning, ſhe aroſe greatly re- 
freſhed, and having, moſt chearfully per- 
formed her religious, proceeded to the 
performance of her domeſtic duties, with 
a delightful tranquility of mind; which 
ſhe had not felt till then.—The recovery 
of her huſhand and her children, had in- 
deed, filled her breaſt with the moſt plea... 
ſurable ſenſations, and the ſuper- addition 
of thoſe, which were occaſioned by the 
intelligence communicated by Mr. El- 
Pphinſtone, excluded all painful ones. 
Never had ſhe been, ſo happy in her life; 

never 


- 5 


ET 
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never had ſhe taſted ſo much unallay _ 


felicity. 


As Sir Archibald and his family, had 
intended to ftay only one night at York, 
(as they wiſhed to return, to their old ha- 
bitation) and remained there, in order 


to enjoy the company of their friends; 


and as thoſe friends, on whoſe account 


they remained, had been thoroughly ſick 


of their reſidence in that city; they all 


departed as ſoon as the preparations for 


their journey were finiſned. Mr. Demp- 
ſter, alſo, was added to the travelling 
corps; Sir David, having promiſed, out 
of gratitude, to do all in his power to 


provide for him; if he thought it worth 


his while to attend him to Scotland, and 


found him very ready to * himſelf 
under Nis protection, 


While 
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While Sir David, and lady Eleanor, 
were packing up their things, and pre- 
paring to leave a place, which had occa- 
fioned fo cruel an interruption, to their 
conjugal happineſs. Glenbucket, ſtung 
with his diſappointment, and dreading 
their arrival at Edinburgh ; ſtrained his 
pernicious abilities, to check their pro- 
greſs, to that capital; after having in a 
letter to the major, acquainted him with 
the fruſtration of his deſigns. The letter 
was written in a diabolical ſtyle ; but as 
2 characteriſtic compoſition, I ſhall pre- 
fent a copy of it to my readers, that 
their abhorrence to the man; may be 
increaſed, by the infernal ſentiments of 
the writer, 


% Deat 
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for a favourable reception, at D 


e Dear Major, « + Toyk- 


E are all REEF 4 have 
? \ « met with a d — d diſap- 


pointment, ſince I wrote my laſt let- 
ter — Sir David, with the aſſiſtance of 


Walker's clerk, in a fit of reſentment; 
made his eſcape, and is now with lady 


Eleanor, (who was alſo by another 


curſed accident, delivered from her 


confinement} at Mrs. Elphinſtone's 
ſo that they are now confounded hay - 
Py, again, —By what I can find, lady 


Eleanor has been encouraged, to hope 


Caſtle; and Sir David, for the recc= 
very of his eſtate; from the intelli- 
gence, which they received from Mr. 
Elphinſtone ; who arrived here the 
very day on which Sir David was re- 
. 6 leaſed 
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La 


. 


leaſed, Don't let this diſagreeable 
** news, however, caſt you down; let it 
rather animate you to act with vigour, 

«reſolution and diſpatch.—By planting 

<« emiſſaries upon the road, at proper pla- 

| ces; you will certainly be informed 

| « of their motions, and by employing 

proper people, you may prevent them 

| from being tormidabie to you.---In deſ- 

«« perate caſes, we muſt have recourſe to 

6+ deſperate meaſures; if Sir David gets 

« alive to Edinburgh, you will, I am a- 


« fraid, not be able to keep your ſeat: ſo 
powerful is his party, I leave theſe 
| * hints to your mature deliberation ; and 
| & ſhall, on my fide, do all I can to check 
| his progreſs, to your capital.“ 
| I remain, your faſt friend, 
Doxalp GLENBUCKET,” 


'Glen- 
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Glenbucket, wrote the above letter, 
upon the firſt information, which he re- 
ceived about Sir David's eſcape; little 
imagining, that he ſhould find it neceſſa- 
ry to follow it, ſoon afterwards — When 
he had put it in the poſt-houſe, with his 
own hands; he went, inflamed with an- 
ger, and mad with vexation, to Mir. 
Walker; and as he was a fiery fellow, of 
brutal manners, loaded him with a grcat 
deal of abulive language, for not having 
taken care of his priſoner : * This ſcan- 
4 dalous neglect, Sir, is not to be borne,” 
ſaid he, with his wig half off his head, 
from the convulſive attitudes, into which 
he had thrown himſelf; © No, Sir, it is 

not to be borne I ſay, and yet, Sir, I 
<6 ſuppoſe, you expect to be paid, tho 
you have not fulfilled your agreement 
© with me; but the devil a ſous, Sir, 
E 2 & ſhall 
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ſhall you ſee of my money, till you 
* produce the perſon, whom I commit- 
« ted to your care: I don't underſtand 
* this treatment, Sir, and” —— here he 
ſtopped ſhort, and looking at Mr. Wal- 
ker, full in the face; added, “ Pray 
+ Sir, now, what have you to ſay for 
Ri yourſelf,” 


Mr. Walker, being a man of com- 


poſed temper, was not in the leaſt ruf- 


fed, by the iiliberal, and violent beha- 
viour of his client; coolly replied, . Mr. 


Glenbucket, I have not been accuſ- 


* tomed to receive ſuch language; and 
it is not at ail agreeable to me,—You 
% have affronted me grolly in my own 
« houſe, and if you do not aik my par- 
„ don, immediately, I will carry you to 
„Sir David.“ ans 
_ Glen- 
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Glenbucket, intimidated by the calm 
reſolution of Mr. Walker, and afraid that 
he would actually deliver him up, to his 
much injured maſter ; fell on his knees, 
humbled at once by cowardice and guiit, 
before a man, not much better, tho' more 
cunning than himſelf; and having in the 
moſt abie& manner, ſolicited his forgive- 
neſs, intreated him, to aſſiſt him with his 
advice, upon the mortifying occaſion ; 
backing his entreaties with a piece of pa- 
per, replete with ſo much ſilent eloquence, 
(if thoſe words may be coupled together, 
without ſhocking the nice ear of criti- 
ciſm) that he made ſufficient atonement 
for his irraſcibility by it, and procured 
in return ſome very ſagacious hints for 
the direction of his future conduct. 
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Full of thoſe hints, he went home, and 
fattered himſelf, while homewards he 
was walking, that he ſhould by paying a. 


due regard to them, ſtop Sir David's 
progreſs to Scotland; but when he came to 


1 
Sir David's arrival at his aunt's; he found, 


that, notwithſtanding the privacy of his. 


ſituation, he ſhould act with more pru-. 
dence, by leaving the city, then by re- 
maining in it. 


The prudence of ſuch à ſtep, will not 
be, perhaps, diſputed by thoſe who read 


the ſubſequent anecdote, with attention, 
which urged him to take it. 


Mrs. Glenbucket, not being one of 


thoſe narrow-ſouled women, who rank 
connubial conſtancy, among the female 


virtue? - 


apartments to which he removed upon. 
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virtues; took no pains to chesk a ten- 
der paſſion, which Mr. Dempſter, by 
coming frequently to her huſband, had 
kindled in her gentle boſom ; and which, 
in a ſhort time, indeed, entirely extin- 
guiſhed her conjugal affection. Mr. 
Dempſter, had certainly many advanta- 
ges, and no inconſiderable ones, over 
Mr. Glenbucket; he was far more a- 
greeable in his perſon, and far more win- 
ning in his manners: to ſay nothing of 
the difference, of near ten years in his 
favour. 


Dempſter, however, not having been 
ſo much affected by her languiſhing looks, 
dying airs and alluring graces; as to fee] 
any abatement of his love, for his Peggy ; 
beheld all her looks, airs, and graces, 
with a ſoical indifference, But when he 
E 4 became 
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became interefled in Sir David's affairs; 
imagining, that he might by appearing 
to give encouragement to the addreſſes 
which ſhe very kind made to him, be of 
ſervice to the amiable baronet ; he beha- 
ved to her in ſuch a manner, that ſhe 
really believed bim to. be thoroughly 
captivated by her charms; and in con- 
ſequence of that belief, gave him room 
enough to mould her according to his 
will, —— Availing himſelf, therefore, of 
her paſſion for him; he, after an appa- 
reatly ſevere congict, between Love and 
honour; conſented to the gratification of 
it, as hon as ſhe had delivered up her 
huſband to Sir David; and the, unable 
to reſiſt his ardent requeſt, promiſed 
to let him know, when he might ſend 
proper people to ſeize her Sampſon. 


Luckily 
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Luckily, however, for Glenbucket, 
there was a female in the houſe, in which 
he lodged; who diſcovered charms in 
him which had eſcaped the obſervation 
of his wife, and who was.as well diſpoſed 
to draw him from the embraces of that 
wife, as ſhe herſelf was to beſtow her 
dauſeurs upon other men. 


The female ſo diſpoſed, was a Mrs. 
Cochran, a widow, who had long tried 
to ſhake his conjugal fidelity, but in 


vain; for as he was really ſo fond of his 


wife; that he felt no propenſity to be 
unfaithful to her. 


Mrs Cochran having over-heard the 
above mentioned converlation between 
Mr. Dempſter and her rival, found her- 
ſelf miſtreſs of a ſecret, which could not, 
ſhe 
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became interefled in Sir David's affairs; 
imagining, that he might by appearing 
to give encouragement to the addreſſes 
which ſhe very kind y made to him, be of 
ſervice to the amiable baronet; he beha- 
ved to her in ſuch a manner, that ſhe 
really believed bim to. be thoroughly 
captivated by her charms; and in con- 
ſequence of that belief, gave him room 
enough to mould her according to his 
will, —— Avalling himſelf, therefore, of 
her paſſion for him; he, after an appa- 
reatly ſevere congict, between Love and, 
honour ; conſented to the gratification of 
It, as ſoon as the had delivered up her 
huſband to Sir David; and the, unable 
to. reſiſt his ardent requeſt, promiſed 
to let him know, when he might ſend 
proper people to ſeize her Sampſon. 


Luckily 
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Luckily, however, for Glenbucket, 
there was a female in the houſe, in which 
he lodged; who diſcovered charms in 
him which had eſcaped the obſervation 
of his wife, and who was.as well diſpoſed 
to draw him from the embraces of that 
wife, as ſhe herſelf was to beſtow her 
doujeurs upon other men. 


The female ſo diipoſed, was. a Mrs. 
Cochran, a widow, who had long tried 
to ſhake his conjugal fidelity, but in 
vain; for as he was really ſo fond of his 
wife; that he felt no propenſity to be 
unfaithful to her. 


Mrs Cochran having over-heard the 
above mentioned converſation between 
Mr. Dempſter and her rival, found her- 
ſelf miſtreſs of a ſecret, which could not, 
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ſhe thought, fail to produce the event 


for which ſhe fo earneſtly wiſhed. She, 


therefore, with the utmoſt vigilance 
watched for the coming home of her in- 


ſenſible, that ſhe might, by acquainting 
him with the danger to which he was 


expoſed, make him ſufficiently feel to 
how unworthy an object he had been 
immovrably attached, and convince him, 
that he was not fafe under the ſame roof 
with her: concluding, that if ſhe could but 


gain credit to her intelligence, ſhs ſhould 


eaſily induce him to take his flight with 


her, and leave his undeſerving wife to 


ſhift for herſelf. 


As Mr. Glenbucket could not aſcend 
to his own apartment, without paſſing 


by that belonging to Mrs. Cochran, he 


could not poſſibly clude her vigilance. 


She 


16 


he 
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she was ready, planted at the door of 


her dining room, when ſhe firſt heard: 


his ſtep upon the ſtairs, and invited him. 
into it, but without opening her lips ; 


leſt Mrs. Glenbucket ſhould be alarmed. 
with the ſound of her voice. 


There was ſomething ſo very parti- 
cular in her manner of ſoliciting his en- 
trance into the room by her looks and 
her geſtures, that he was extremely at a 


loſs to know what had happened to oc- 
cafion them; but, as he was naturally 
led to imagine, from the fingularity of 


her behaviour, that ſhe wanted to make 


communications which required the 
profoundeſt ſecrecy of utterance, he en- 
deavoured to anſwer her figns with equal 


ſignificance, while he walked up. ſtairs 


to her apartment, turning with curioſity 
to. 


rey a> nn Ber. 
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to hear what had given birth to ſo my- 
ſterious a carriage. 


As ſoon as he had entered the room, 
ſme, with the gentieſt motion of her 
hand, cloſed the door, and in the ſofteſt 


key poured into his ears the intelligence 


which would, ſhe hoped, madden. him 
with rage againſt his wife, and make 
him look upon her as his beſt friend. 


He ſtared fxedly at his intelligencer, 


for ſome moments after the had finiſhed. 


her information, full of the greateſt aſ- 
tonithmeat : now queſtioning the truth 
of it, now dreading the conſequences 
which might ariſe from his incredulity. 
Love, at laſt, triumphed over ſuſpicion, 
and he left her abruptly, declaring, 
| with, 
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with a ſolemn oath, that he could not 
believe what ſhe had told him, 


Mrs. Cochran was not only exceed- 
ingly diſappointed by the departure of 
Glenbucket; ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in fa- 
vour of his wife, the was allo confide- 
rably piqued: to have her veracity diſ- 
puted, was to be hurt in a tender part. 
In the firſt glow of reſentment, there- 
ſore, ſhe determined to let him run 
headlong to ruin; but when her reſent- 
ment ſubſided, and yielded to the im- 
preſſion of a ſofter paſſion, ſhe recalled 
that determination, and reſolved to ſave 
him, if poſſible, from the impending 
ſtorm: Much, however, was ſhe afraid, 
that her rival would, by her inſinuating 
arts, Jull him into a ſtate of ſuch 
a 15 ſecurity, 
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ſecurity, as to baffle all ker attempts ts 
ſnatch him from deſtruction. 


While ſhe was in that agitated condi- 
tion, the heard Mr. Glenbucket's voice 
very loud above, and hurried out of 
the room to liſten : finding by the ſound 
of it, that he was in a violent rage; ſhe 
concluded, that he had made diſcoveries 
which would prove the authenticity of 
her information, and went up directly 
to appear as a mediatrix between the 
diſcordant couple ; but really to divide 
them for ever. | 


Glenbucket, upon his entering the 
chamber in which his wife ſat, found 
her with a ſheet of paper before her, 
which at the ſight of him ſhe huddled 
into her pocket, and when he deſired to 

| ſec 


the 
md 
her, 
led 
d to 

ſee 
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{ee it, told him with ſuch an unuſual co- 
lour in her cheeks, that ſhe had been on- 


ly writing to her couſin Withart, at A- 
berdeen; that he began to be alarmed 


and in/iſted upon ſeeing what ſhe had 
written, 


Nirs. Glenbucket, being a woman of 
a bold diſpoſition, fired inſtantly at the 
word it; which was uttered in an im- 
pertinent tone; and with accents equally 
haughty ; replied, ©* You have not, Sir, 
taken a proper way to come at the pe- 
« ruſal of my letters.“ 


The hurry, with which ſhe conveyed 
her letter to her pocket, and the bluthes 
which accompanied the conveyance of it, 
were ſufficient, after his interview with 
Mrs. Cochran, to ſtagger him; but her 

peremptory 


Gs. ——— — — —— — —ͤ—ñö4' ñ . ——— 
n CE EIFS I C4 2 — 
— 


A om” TT Ig, 4 
859 


— —— Ao ˙ — ar. Loo, IAG A mugormrortb er oO» 
— — A KR 535 . _ * 
— us — — 
8 - * 3 3 . * 


t4 MEMOIRS os AN UNFOR TUNATE 


peremptory reply, was in his opinion a 
poſitive proof, that ſhe was guilty of the 
charge againſt her, which wanted no 
corroboration. With a louder exer- 
tion of his voice, therefore, as he was 
greatly irritated, by the diſdainful man- 
ner in which ſhe refuſed to comply with 
his demand; he faid to her, fiercely ; 
„% Madam, madam, I wo'nt be trifled 
“ with, produce the letter directly, or 
&« you will oblige me to force it from 


% you.” 


Juſt at the concluſion of that menac- 
ing ſpeech, Mrs. Cochran came into 
the room ; and having darted an intelli- 
gent look at Mr. Glenbucket, ſaid, 
4 Fie, Fie, Sir, how can you ſpeak ſo 
<6 fiercely to Mrs. Glenbucket.”—*-My 
* dcar, madam,” continued ſhe, addreſ- 
ſing 
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herſelf to her rival, what has occaſi- 
„ oned this unhappy difference? I can't 
bear to ſee you thus diſtreſſed.” 


« Oh! Mrs. Cochran,” rephed the, 
burſting into tears, I have been very 
*© ijll-uſed—T cannot write a letter to my 
« couſin, without being treated as if [ 
« was carrying on a dithonourable cor- 
« reſpondence.” 


Madam, madam,” interrupted Mr, 


_ Glenbucket, with an inflamed aſpect. 


« Hold, my good Sir,” faid Mrs, 
Cochran, © have a little patience; ſtep 
* down” continued ſhe, in a whiſper; 
“into my apartment, and you ſhall ſoon 
“be fatished,” —Fhen in a louder key, 
Do, pray Sir,” added ſhe, ** leave 
YO. III. F * me 
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* me with my dear friend, and let me 
* undertake, to make up this ugly affair 
e between you.” 


Glenbucket, imagining that Mrs. 
Cochran had particular reaſons for her 
mildneſs to his wife; aſter having accuſed 
her with ſo much warmth, went down, 
as deſired, to her apartment; not without 
wondering by what motives, ſhe was im- 
pelled to act with ſo much (ſeeming) in- 
conſiſtency. 


Mrs. Cochran; when ſhe thought that 
he was out of hearing, as well as out of 
ſight, faid to Mrs. Glenbucket, who wept 
bitterly, * Wipe away your tears, and 
tell me what whim has got into your 
% huſhand's head; he is not troubled 
„ with any jealous qualms, I hope; tho 

46 1 
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* ſhould not be ſurpriſed,” added ſhe, 
ſmiling, „if he ſuſpected ſo pretty a fel- 
„ low as Mr. Dempſter, of having a 
« deſign upon his brows.” _ 


At the name of Dempſter, Mrs, Glen- 
bucket, ſighed —- 
£ 
«© Nay, don't ſigh about the® matter,” 
replied Mrs. Cochran, „if you feel 
any tender ſenſations on that youth's 
account, I will do all in my power to 
* favour your private meetings—Come-- 
„% make me your friend Was not that 
«© letter, which alarmed your huſband, 


« really addreſſed to him ?—I ſee by 
«© your bluſhes, that I am not miſta- 


< kan.” 


F 2 « Oh! 


68 


cc 


6 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(„ 


— 


46 


46 


.CC 


MEMOIRS oF AN UNFORTUNATE 


„Oh! madam, you have penetrated 
into my heart.“ 


— 


„Well then,“ ſaid ſhe, „give me 
the letter, and while I am gone to 
aſſure your huſband, that he has been 
too raſh in his conduct towards you, 
do you fit down, and ſtrike off a few 
lines to your couſin ; and produce 
them as proofs of your innocence, 
when 1 bring him to apologize for 


having entertained ſuſpicions, injuri- 


ous to your honour ; and by ſo doing, 


make him aſhamed of himſelf,” 


Mrs. Glenbucket, was duped; Mrs. 


Cochran, carrried the letter which ſhe 
had written to Dempſter, to her huf. 


band; and he was by that, fully con- 
vinced, that his removal from York ; 


would 
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would be the - beſt ſtep he could take: if 
having therefore, provided againſt a 
ſurprize that night, he decamped ear- 
ly the next morning, with the wily 
widow. | 


END ors THE FIFTH BOOK. 
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BOOK VI. 


HE friendly travellers, without 

having met with any diſagreeable 
occurrences to retard their progreſs upon 
the road, arrived ſafe, after a very plea- 
ſant journey, at Edinburgh, where Sir 
David and his family, were accommo- 
dated with a ready furniſhed houſe be- 
longing to Sir Archibald. 


Sir David, the day after his arrival, 
was moſt agreeably ſurrounded by his 
friends, to congratulate him upon his 

F4 return 
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return to Scotland, and to preſs him ta. 

open a proſecution without delay againſt 
Major Glenorchy; all unanimouſly de- 

claring, that they would ſupport him to 
the utmoſt of their reſpeRive abilities. 


While Sir David, in compliance with 
the urgent intreaties of his friends, was 
taking the propereſt meaſures for the 
recovery of his eſtate; lady Eleanor ſet 
out to D—— caſtle, not doubting, from 
the encouragement which ſhe had re- 
ceived from Mr. Elphinſtone, but that 
ſhe ſhould meet with a kind reception 
there: and ſhe went with the more ala- 
crity, as {he flattered herſelf, that her little 
companions would happily contribute to 
make the Duke permanently attacked 
to her; and that they would by their 
| pretty looks, innocent prattle and win- 


ing 


1 
* 
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ing ways prevent him from relapſing into 


- unreaſonable prejudices againſt his near- 


eſt relations. She alſo flattered. herſelf, 


that her brother, who could not be ig- 


norant of major Glenorchy's unjuſt pro- 


ceedings, would gladly embrace an op- 


portunity to diſcover the fincerity of his 
forrow, for his former behaviour to Sir 
David, by aſſiſting him powerfully both 
with his intereſt and his purſe. 


* 


Full of ſuch heart- enlivening expecta- 


tions, ſhe proceeded to the caſtle, and 


approached its venerable turrets with an 
internal ſatisfaction, which would be but 
feebly expreſſed by the moſt florid lan- 


- guage. 


While ſhe rode along in the carrriage ; 


the, with exquiſite pleaſure, dwelt on 
the 
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the beauties.of her children, with all 
the pardonable partiality of a fond mo- 
ther; and that pleaſure was increaſed 
by her preconceiving the delight which 
their uncle would feel on ſeeing ſtrong 
traits of himſelf in their miniature faces: 
traits ſufficiently ſtriking to prove their 
relationſhip to him, which was by ſome 
of her enemies induſtriouſly denied; 
when they could not diſpute the validity 
of her marriage. 


The porter, who opened the Caſtle 
gate, an honeſt old ſervant, had always 
a dutiful regard for lady Eleanor, and 
had never been concerned in any of the 
intrigues within againſt her He, there- 
fore, at the ſight of her, felt emotions 
which he had never felt till then : he 
was at once rejoiced and afflicted; and 

the 
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the mingled paſſions of grief and glad- 
neſs brought tears into his eyes. 


Lady Eleanor, imagining that they 1 
were occaſioned by the latter, told him, | | 
how much pleaſure he gave her by | | 
being ſo much affected at her appearance ll 


at the Caſtle again. 


«© H— n! bleſs your ladyſhip,” 
replied the worthy being, and theſe 
lovely creatures, who are, I am. ſure, 
* no counterfeits.“ 


Here he ſtopped, and ſhook his 
Read. 


1 
1 


. 59 2 9 
* Counterfeits,” ſaid lady Eleanor, Sl 


looking ſteadily at him, not a little ſur- | 
prized at the ſorrowful tone in which 1 
| he 
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he had delivered. the laſt words of his 
ſpeech; and the mournful caſt of his 
whole countenance. ** Say on, good 
Erſkine, continued ſhe—your beha- 
** viour alarms me.“ 


% Ah! my Lady,” replied Erſkine; 
wiping his eyes, © you were always Ve- 
ry kind to mel remember the time: 
but it will never come again l can't 
bear to think how much paiin I mult 
give you by ——” 


Here he ſtopped again. 


Lady Eleanor grew more and more 
uneaſy at his behaviour; and earneſtly 
intreated him to tell her the worſt, at 
once, and not to keep her upon the rack 
of ſuſpence, He then informed her, 


that 


2 
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that ſome vile people, having made the 
duke believe, that ſhe was coming home 
to Scotland with two-children, whom ſhe 
had taken. our of an hoſpital in France; 
had ordered, in conſequence of that be- 
lief, that the Caſtle gates ſhould be 
ſhut againſt her whenever ſhe appeared: 
and concluded, with ſaying, © You 
„ know the duke's violent temper, my 
good Lady, as well as I, and there- 
fore will, I hope not, blame me for 
obeying his orders, as my bread de- 
pends upon my obedience.” 


Lady Eleanor was almoſt petrified 
with aſtoniſhment at the new device of 


her enemies, to inflame the duke againſt 


her, but finding that all acceſs to him 
was impracticable, returned to her huſ- 


band, in a frame of mind very different 


from 
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from that in which ſhe left him. All 
her hopes were cruſhed at one blow; for 
the birth of her boys was, ſhe knew, 
not fo eafily to be proved, as was her 
marriage with Sir David : Mrs. Craw- 
ford, her woman, died, and the midwife 
who attended her (the only perſons who 
were preſent at the Ilying-in) removed 
to 2 diſtant part of the kingdom ſoon 
afterwards. 


I muſt now account for the new change 
in ths duke of Ds diſpoſition. 


The duke thoroughly convinced of 
the validity of his ſiſter's marriage, 
by the certificate which he received from 
Mr. Elphinſtone, was ſo much ſhocked 
at his own credulity, that he diſmiſſed 


from his ſervice the artful valet, who 
| had 
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had worked himſelf into a favourite, and 
who had, at the inſtigation of Miſs 


Bruce, impoſed upon it. In fo doing, 
he acted like a man who fincerely re- 
pented of the errors into which he had 
been ſeduced; and when Mr. Elphin- 
ſtone paid his laſt viſit to him, ſeemed 
to be too well ſatisfied with lady Elea- 
nor's conduct, to be ſhaken by any en- 
deavours to render it irreproachable. 


The diſmiiſion of that valet, was too 
Night a puniſhment for him; but it was 
the only one which the duke could in- 
Bit on him. Slight, however, as it 
was, he reſented it to ſuch a degree, 
that he breathed [nothing but revenge 
when he quitted the Caſtle; he went 
directly to Miſs Bruce, who was much 

diſconcerted 
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diſconcerted at the failure of her iniqui- 


tous deſigns; but as ſhe had a head fer- 


tile in expedients; ſhe, in a ſhort time, 
with a dexterity which would have done 
her honour, if ſhe had employed her ta- 
lents upon a laudable occaſion, ſtarted 
a ſcheme, which being executed with 


an unlucky ingenuity, produced the 
mortifying rebuff which lady Eleanor 


met with from the honeſt porter above- 


mentioned, 


When ſhe arrived at her houſe, Sir 
David, who had been at home ſome 
time; after having put his affairs into a 
proper train, and had waited with great 
impatience for her return from the 
Caſtle, ſallied forth, when he ſaw the 
carriage in which ſhe was driven from 
him a few hours before, with a pleafing 

_ flutter 
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flutter of the ſpirits; and ſmiling, 
ſprung forwards to the door of it; but 


the ſolemnity in her countenance foon 
robbed his of its {miles. 


A ſudden indiſpoſition was immediate- 
ly ſuppoſed, by him, to have occaſion- 
ed the gravity which he obſerved in her 
face : his firſt queſtion, therefore, rela- - 
ted to the ſtate of her health. My 
dear life,” ſaid he, giving her his 
hand, „it cuts me to the ſoul to ſee 
* you look ſo pale and dejected; are 
you not very much out of order ?--- 
« I am afraid to aſk ?” 


« Very much, indeed, my dear Sir 
„David,“ replied ſhe, heavily ſighing; 
while ſhe deſcended from the carriage, 
leaning upon his affectionate arm; by 

Vol. III. Which 
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which moving anſwer, ſhe made him 


doubly impatient to know from what 


cauſe her complaint proceeded. 


As ſoon as he had gently ſeated her 


upon a couch, he ſat down by her, and 


begged her, with the tendereſt ſollici- 
tude, to tell him where ſne was indiſ- 
poſed. 


<* In my head—in my heart every 
„ where,” replied ſhe, lifting up her 


lovely eyes, from which the tears 
ſtreamed down her pallid * to 


Heaven. 
Struck at a reply, ſo abrupt and in- 
diſtinct, he urged her, with freſh impor- 


tunity, to particularize her ſenſations. 


© Gracious 
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C Gracious Providence,” continued 
ſhe, inattentive to what he ſaid to ker, 
* enable me to ſupport this new afflicti. 
* on, to fruſtrate the wicked deſigns of 
my enemies, and to reſtore myſelf 
« to my brother's favour, 


& Hah ?—the duke?“ —cried Sir 
David, briſkly, * has he again been de- 
luled by the baſe arts of fawning ſyco- 
** phants, ſtudiouſly bent, to alieniate 
* his affections, from his own relations; 
* for their own diſhonoutable ends?“ 


% Too, too, ſurely he has,” ſaid lady 
Eleanor. 


7 « Good G—1! are we always to * 
ce thus, tho' innocent, to be perſecuted : 


G 2 but 
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* but innocence myſt triumph at laſt. — 
« Say on, my deareſt , tell me minute- 
% ly, what reception you met with, at 
« the Caſtle,” 


Lady Eleanor, then gave à ſuccin& 
detail of the unexpected intelligence, 
which ſhe had received from honeſt FErſ- 
kine; and cloſed the information, with 
ſaying, * Oh! Sir David, by what hap- 
* py means, ſhall we convince the cre- 
« dulous duke, that our dear children 
« are our own.“ 


This new blow levelled againſt our 
* peace,” replied Sir David, “ is indeed 
« a cruel one; but we ſhall, I truſt, with 
* the bleſſing of heaven, convince the 
duke, ere long, that they are actually 
Our own,—Could he ſee them, their 

“ looks 


LADY: os GU © 


looks would, I believe, falſify the re- 
© ports, which he has heard concerning 
% them. — will go directly to our good 
<« friend Elphinſtone, and conſult with 
« him, upon the nice occaſion ; he has 
been very ſucceſsfulin his negotiations, 
« for our happineſs, with the duke; and 
** may probably be ſo again.“ : 


Lady Eleanor, having highly appro- 
ved of Sir David's going to aſk the ad- 
vice of Mr. Elphinſtone ; - whoſe friend- 
ſhip had often been ſo ſerviceable to them 
he left her, but not till he had made her 
promiſe, not to endanger her health, by 
the indulgence. of deſponding reflec- 
tions, 


When Sir David, had communicated 
his new unsaſineſs to Mr. Elphinſtone, 
G 3 he 
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he mentioned the thought which had 
ſtruck into his head concerning the in- 
troduction of his children to the duke; 
and that active friend, after having de- 
clared his opinion, with regard to the 
propriety of it, undertook to throw them 
1a the duke's way, when he was not in 
the leaſt prepared for the fight of them. 


40 


cs 


cc 


cc 


66 


«6 


cc 


66 


cc 


66 


The duke,” continued he, will, I 
have beard, in a fortnight, make a 
viſit to lord K ; as | have the 
honour, to be on an agreeable ſooting 
in his lord ſhip's family, I ſhall, 1 dare 
fay, meet with no obſtacles to pre- 
vent the exccution of my plan. Lady 
K „is one of the beſt women in 
the world, and will, I am ſure, for- 
ward it, with her uſual good-nature 


« and addreſs.” 


Very 
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Very well pleaſed with his viſit to Mr, 
Elphinitone ; Sir David began. to prog- 
noſticate happy conſequences, from the 
plan which he had propoſed; but wiſhed _ 
earneſtly to annihilate fourteen days, that 
he.might not remain during that time in 
a ſtate of anxious expectation, Happier, 
however, -than he- had left lady Eleanor, 
he returned home; but his. happineſs. 
was ſoon interrupted, Upon hisentrance 
into the parlour, he was ſurpriſed to ſee 
only Mrs. Elphinſtone, and to ſee her 
in tears. 


An immediate enquiry into the cauſe 
of her tears, propuced an anſwer, which 
ſent him in a hurry, into the nurſery.— 
There he was alarmed beyond expreſſion, 
for he found lady Eleanor, weeping rea- 
dy to break her heart, over her youngeſt 


G 4. ſon, 
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ſon, who lay in a fever.—So affecting a 
ſight, ſeverely tried the huſband and the 
father; he was hardly able to ſuſtain the- 
ſhock which it gave to. his ſpirits, and. 
which a'moſt deprived him of that forti- 
tude, that preſence of mind, which the 
moving ſcene of domeſtic diſtreſs before 


his eyes, in a peculiar manner requi- 
red. 


Haſtening, towards lady Eleanor, with 
rapid ſteps, My deareſt love, my life, 
„ my all,” faid he, endeayouring to. 
raiſe her, from her bent poſture over 
the child's bed, © you will but injure 
« yourſelf, by hanging thus over our 
« ſweet fon, without being of any ſer- 
vice to him; belides, if his fever ſhould 
* be of the contagious ſort, yOuſtnay be 
« infeted by his breath; I cannot, 


© thcerefores 


11 


Me a 
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« therefore, ſuffer you to ſtay any lon- 
ger, ſo dangerouſly near him; be per- 


4 ſuaded _ amiable my End, 
* and 


„My dear, Sir David,” ſaid ſhe, in- 


terrupting him, why do you with to 
to tear me from a place to which my 
attention is ſo forcibly fixed. How 
can [ lee this poor child ſo ill, and de- 
ſire to leave him? as to your kind ap- 
„ prehenſions on my account, I beg you 
* would not repeat them; but let me in- 
treat you not to come too near your 
<« ſon; for if you ſhould catch the fever, 
hall run diſtracted. 


In this tenderly and uncommonly con- 
jugal manfier, did they urge each other 
0 remove from the fick bed, while their 

amiable 
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. amiable boy was in a.doze, from which 

_ awaking, on his mother's putting her x 
hand upon his forehead ; he faintly cried, 1 
Mama, ſweet mama, I am fo hot, I { 
„ don't know what to do.” F 


| 1 f 
Before either of his affſicted parents it 
could return an anſwer, Dr. Crichton, I 


entered the room, preceeded by Mrs. tc 
Elphinſtone; who had been left below, 61 
at lady Eleanor's particular requeſt, to 1 
hinder Sir David from coming up, till ſhe 
knew from the doctor, whether the fe- 


ver was of a malignant kind: but, the fo 
anſwer which ſhe gave to his firſt inter- oy 
rogatory, had not the intended effect ; Ms 
for inſtead of detaining him, it only. hi 
quickened his departure from her. in 

be 

We 


Dr. 
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Dr. Crichton, who had as much of the. 


milk of human kindneſs in him, as any 


man breathing; as well as a conſiderable 
ſhare of medical penetration, was ſtruck. 
with the glowing picture of cenjugal love 
and parental affection, which preſented 
itſelf to his view; for Sir David, and 
lady Eleanor, were prefling each other 
to remove from the bed-fide, while the 


eyes of both were fondly rivitted upon 


their beloved boy. 


The doctor ſtood for ſome momente, 
forgetting that he had been ſummoned. 
as a phyſician ; he felt himſelf only the 
man and the friend: but ſoon recollecting 
his charader, he advanced towards the 
intendered pair, and begged them not to 
be unneceffarily alarmed, He, then, 
went to his little patient, and having 

| | made 
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made the proper examinations, declar- 
ed, to the great joy of his anxious pa- 
rents, that his fever was not of the 


contagious kind, and that he appre- 


hended no fatal conſequences from the 


{ymptoms which appeared. 


Soon after the doctor had finiſhed his 
viſit, the medicines which he had pre- 
{cribed, were adminiſtered, and proved 


o ſpeedily efficacious, that Reginald was. 


deemed by him, when he came the fol- 
lowing morning, to be recovering very 
faſt, The doctor's ſecond viſit was ſtill 
more ſatisfactory than the firſt, and he 
found his patient ſo much mended on 
the third day, that he declared he 
ſhould not make any more viſits to him; 
as a phyſician, till he- was — 
called upon. 


Notvithſlandiog: 
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Notwithſtanding the doctor's anima- 
ting declaration, however, the poot 
child was, in the middle of the ſuc- 
ceeding night, ſeized with fo violent a 
pain in his head, that Nelly, who flept 


in the room with him was awaked by 


his piercing cries. She aroſe inſtantly, 
but-as his medicines.-had been left off, 
ſne was quite at a loſs to know by what 
means to alleviate the anguiſh of which 
he moſt pathetically complained; 


While ſhe was deliberating what to 


do, in order to give him relief, lady 


Eleanor, who alſo heard his cries, made 
her appearance with a wildneſs in her 
looks which ſtrongly indicated the diſ- 
turbance of her mind, upon ſo unexpec- 
ted an alarm; for ſhe had left him in a 
face ſleep, breathing freely, and ſeem- 


1 ; ingly 


| 
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ingly in perfe& health. In proportion, 


therefore, to the ſatisfaction which the 


felt at her departure from him, was the 
diſquierude which ſhe felt at the fight 
of him in ſo pitiable a condition. 


« Mama! mama!” cried the ſweet 
ſuffering child, as ſhe approached, raiſ- 
ing himſelf from the pillow, and hold- 
ing his bead with both his little hands, 
am all on fire! I am all on fire!“ 


Lady Eleanor immediately applying 
her hand to his head, exclaimed, «+ Oh! 
% H-—-n's Nelly, the child's hotter 
“than ever: Run, fly, call Gregory 
« directly, and ſend him "_ to Dr. 
& Crichton. 


Sir David, whom lady Eleanor would 
not 


"66 
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not diſturb when ſhe left her chamber; 
becauſe, ſhe did not imagine that ſhe 


ſhould find her dear ſon ſo extremely 
31} was rouzed from his ſlumbers by the 
commotion about him; and when he had 


enquired into the cauſe of it, he ſoon re- 


paired to the affiſtance of his diſtreſſed 
wife, and his relapſed boy. | 


On his coming into the room, he 
found lady Eleanor walking up and 
down it like a diſtracted woman. My 
deareſt life ſaid he do not thus ter- 
« rify yourſelf; the doctor will, I dare 
« ſay be here ſoon, and order ſomething 


<< which will remove the poor child's 


* racking pain. 


Never, never, Sir David,” replied 
ſte, burſting into tears: he will come 
cc too 


— — . N 
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too late---indeed he will---to be of any 
& ſervice to him.” 


Sir David, very much alarmed by the 
-earneſtneſs with which lady Eleanor 
ſpoke theſe words, diſengaged himſelf 
gently from bis affectionate attitude, and 
went towards the bed, where his eyes 
were ſhocked beyond expreſſion; for 
his dear boy, appeared to be in the ago- 
nies of death, toſſing from fide to fide, 
and crying out that he was all on 
fire. | 


* What a torturing ſight is this,” 
ſaid he, wringing his hands; but turn- 
ing haſtily to lady Eleanor, © do not 
give yourſelf up to deſpair ; all may 
«© yet be well:---Would the doctor 
< were come |——,” 


"At 
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At that inſtant he arrived. 


Oh! doctor,“ ſaid lady Eleanor, to 
him, „there is now occa ſion for all your 
* ik” | 


And, I hope, with the aſſiſtance 
e of Heaven, Madam,” replied he, 
that 1t will be attended with ſucceſs.” 


He then advanced towards the bed, 
and was indeed, himſelf, ſhocked at the 
object which demanded his attention; 
for he found his innocent patient in the 


s moſt dangerous fituation; in a ſituation, 
. which ſeemed to exclude all hopes of re- 
tt covery, tho' not actually in the agonies 
y of death; as Sir David, from his con- 


clufive motions, had imagined him to be. 


At Vol. III. H Hopeleſs, 
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Hopeleſs, however, as he was, with 
regard to his recovery, he ordered, im- 
mediately, a bliſter ſor his head; having 
tried that remedy in fimilar cafes with 
ſucceſs; and the preſcription was diſ- 
patched to the apothecary as ſoon as it 
was written. He then endeavoured, 
in the true ſpirit of friendſhip, to aſſuage 
the grief of the afflicted parents, by 
conſolations drawn from philoſophy and 
religion; and when the bliſter was 
brought, applied it with his own hands, 
with a prayer for the efficacy of it. 


The doctor having done all in his 
power to ſtop the progreſs of the fe- 
ver, committed his patient to the care of 
Providence; and departed, aſſuring lady 
Eleanor, whoſe deſpairing looks affected 
him exceedingly, that if the bliſter ope- 

| rated 
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rated in a kindly manner, ſhe might ra- 


tionally expect to ſee a favourable alter- 


ation in a few hours. 


The departure of the doctor, pre- 
dicted, in lady Eleanor's opinion, the 


deceaſe of her ſon.-——Plunged into the 


deepeſt deſpair herſelf, the fancied, that 
the read deſpondence in every face a- 
round her; and when the doctor had ta- 


ken his leave, ſhe told Sir David, that 


ſne was ſure he had given her dear boy 


Over. 


Sir David endeavoured to convince 
her of the haſtineſs of ſuch a concluſion, 
by repeating his laſt words; but his en- 
deavours were as ineffectual, as they were 


well intended. 


H 2 Lady 
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Lady Eleanor was, indeed, but too 
right in her conjectures concerning the 
doctor's ſentiments; for he certainly, 
when he went out of the houſe, did not 
imagine that Reginald would recover, 


Scarce had he been at home two hours 
before he was again ſummoned: he went 
without delay, but he came too late— 
He came too late as a phyſician : but as 
a friend he had a ſtriking opportunity to 
exert himſelf; for lady Eleanor was al- 
moſt deprived of her ſenſes by the loſs 
of her ſon; and, Sir David, as a huſ- 
band and a father, ſtood greatly in need 
of comfort. A more touching ſcene of 
domeſtic diſtreſs, the doctor, in all his 
practice, had never beheld, and he felt 
himſelf hardly equal to the taſk which 
he had taken; hardly able to perform 

the 
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the duties of friendſhip: ftudious, how- 
ever, to perform them in the beſt man- 
ner poſſible, he availed himſelf of the 
animating dectrines of Chriſtianity, to 
encourage them both. for both wanted 
ſtrength of mind upon the trying occa- 
fion, to encourage them to ſupport the 
loſs which they had ſuſtained, and to 


prevent them from ſinking under the 
weight of it. 


Sir David, tho? he lamented the death 
of his little boy in the moſt melting 
terms, as he was extravagantly fond of 
him, was ſoon diverted from the indul- 
gence of his paternal grief, by the un- 
happy condition, to which the keen af- 
fiction of his amiable wife, had reduced 
her. The moment which put a period 
to the exiſtence of her child, put a pe- 


H z riod 
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riod alſo to her happineſs in this world: 
After her exclamatory firs were over; 
during which her friends trembled for 
her intellects; ſhe fell into a dejection 
ſo deplorable, that ſhe ſat weeping from 
morning to night, and ſcarce uttered a. 
word which did not allude to her loſs. 


The ſight of a beloved object, ſo truly, 
wretched as was lady Eleanor, perpetual- 
ly before his eyes, was ſufficient to fill the 
heart of a man of Sir David's compaſ- 
ſionable diſpoſition, with the ſevereſt ſor- | 
row: he was, indeed, inexpreſſibly af- 
tected by the ſettled gloom, which dark- 
ened her countenance, and by the fre- 
quent ſighs which iſſued from her ten- 
der boſom, as if every figh ſhe fetched 
would be the laſt. By dwelling on one 
ſet of ideas only, and thoſe of a melan- 

cCholy 
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choly kind, ſhe became dead to her huſ- 
band, dead to her ſurviving child, the 
ſight of whom ſhe could not bear after 


the deceaſe of his brother; dead to her 


friends. Her ſlumbers, whenever wea- 
ried with a ſeries of mournful reflec- 
tions, ſhe cloſed her eyes, were ſhort, 
interrupted, unrefreſhing: her meals 
grew, every day, more and more taſte- 
leſs; and ſhe, at length could, with - 
the utmoſt difficulty, be prevailed.on to 


receive nouriſhment proper for the pre- 
ſervation of life. From a failure of bal- 


my reſt through neceſſity, and from a 
deficiency, of nutritive food through 
choice, her lowneſs of ſpirits increaſed, 
and the ſtrongeſt marks of declining 


health made an alarming appearance. 


At the earneſtly reiterated intreaties of 


Sir David, ſhe ſubmitted to the preſcrip- 


H. 4, tions 
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tions of their old: friend ; but as her 
diſorder was ovt of the reach of phyſic, 
the medicines which ſhe took; were ra- 
ther ſatiating, than ſalutary. Conti- 
nual grief had poiſoned the corporeal 
Juices, and infected the whole maſs of 
blood within her, ſo that nothing which 
was adminiſtered: to her to mend the: 
firſt, and to meliorate the laſt, anſwer- 
ed the end for which ſhe received it. 


Often did her affectionate huſband, 
hanging fondly over her, preſſingly im- 
portune her to change her regimen;. 
hoping that, by a variation in her re- 
medies, ſhe might, at laſt, meet with 
ſomething which would give an entire 
turn to her conſtitution. One day, ſaid 
ſhe, fighing, to him, (with languid 
looks J. My dear, dear Sir David, 

2 | your- 
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* your kindneſs is exceſſive: it charms 
me: but, at the ſame time, it kills 


me: it reproaches me with ingrati- 


* tude, in not requiting your aſſid uous 
attempts, to relieve me, as I ought © 
To ſee you thus tenderly officious a- 
bout me; thus trying, with the moſt 
refined affection to reſtore me to my 


wonted health and happineſs, 1s. not 
to be borne, becauſe I feel, while I 
ſee you ſo tenderly employed, that I 
am deſtroying the felicity of a life, 
far, far dearer to me than my own: 
but, indeed, I deſerve your pity more 
than your blame — There is a weight 
here, (laying her hand) which will 
ſoon fink me to the grave.“ 


* Do not talk in this gloomy, this 
deſparing ſtrain, my ſweeteſt love;“ 
replied 
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replied he, kiſſing away the tears which. 


trembled in either eye, at the melancho- 


ly concluſion of her ſpeech, ** You ſtab 


me to the ſoul, by your ſelf reproaches, 
* and by. your doleful forebodings.— 


© Wretched, full wretched enough am 
*« I already, by ſeeing you thus doubly 


* oppreſſed, by ſickneſs and by ſorrow : 


] want ng addition to the miſery which 


* T endure, from your. complicated ſuf. 


4 ferings. —To ſee you thus - oppreſſed, . 
< to hear you thus complain, ſhakes my 


% whole frame, to ſuch a degree; that I 


4 ſhall not, I am certain, be long able 


&. to bear the burthen of exiſtence.” 


Touched with the laſt words, which 
he uttered ; ſhe lifted up her languid eyes, 
and ſaid, © Gracious Heaven! look 
* down with pity on. this .amiable man, 
[6 66. and a 


e and richly, reward him for all his good- 
e neſs to me.” Then turning towards 
him, Oh! my ever- beloved huſband,” 
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continued ſhe, let not your attention 


( 


0 


6s 


to my health, prevent you from taking. 


care of your own 3 be attentive to that 


, I conjure you; and be-attentive alſo. 


to the preſervation of your Arthur's 
life: for whom, tho". his. preſence 


would be inſupportable to me, from 


his reſemblance to his poor brother, I 
feel the ſtrongeſt maternal emotions.—. 


Should, the duke, by chance; ſce his. 


ſweet face, the fight of it may con- 
vince him, that he is no alien; and 
that conviction; by exciting remorſe 
in his humane breaſl, (for in ſpite of 
his unk indneſs to me, I cannot charge 
him, with inhumanity) may, perhaps 
prompt him, when I am no more, to 
* take 
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cc take thoſe, whom moſt I loved, when TO 
* living, under his affectionate. protec. {e] 
* tion. 2 Vid 

UP 


tel 


The appearance of Mrs. Flphinſtone, 
hindered lady Eleanor, from proceeding, 
and Sir David, from making any reply 
to what ſhe had ſaid. That friendly BY 
woman, over- flowing with good-nature,. 
came to inform lady Eleanor, that Mrs, gat 
Wedderburn was juſt arrived from Paris, 
and had brought with her, the midwife ent 
who had attended her ladyſhip, in her 
lying- in; having, in conſequence of a 
letter, which ſhe received from Mr. El- lony 
phinſtone, made a ſtrict enquiry after caſt 


her, and proved ſucceſsſul. had 
lady 
Mrs. Elphinſtone's intelligence; (the E 
ron 


Communication of which, was previouſly 
concerted 


18 


ed 
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concerted by Mrs. Wedderburn and her- 


ſelf, for prudential reaſons) gave Sir Da- 
vid the higheſt ſatisfaction, and lighted 
up a faint gleam of joy, in the wan coun- 
tenance of lady Eleanor. 


While they were both thanking her 
warmly for intereſting herſelf, ſo much 
in their affairs; and expreſſing their obli- 
gations to Mr. Elphinſtone, for. the acti- 


vity of his friendſhip, Mrs. Wedderbura 
entered the room, 


The fight of her old friend, after ſo 
long a ſeparation, and the particular oc- 
caſion of her then viſit; for which ſhe 
had been ſo prudently prepared, drew 
lady Eleanor's attention, inſenſibly, from 
the dead to the living.—She roſe ſlowly, 
from her chair, but Mrs. Wedderburn, 

having 
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Having been informed of her extreme 
weakneſs, would -not permit her to ad- 
vance a ſtep. After the firſt embrace 
given and returned, with equal tender- 


neſs; ſhe inſiſted upon her being ſeated 


again, and exerted herſelf, with her uſual N 
Addreſs, to inſpire her with chearful ſen- 0 
ſations; dwelling not a little, upon the t 
happineſs, which ſhe felt in having been f 
ſucceſsful, in her enquiries after Mrs. Le * 
Brun; as her evidence, would probably fe 


prove infinitely ſerviceable, by contro- 
verting the unjuſt aſſertions of thoſe, who WM fi 
Had maliciouſly endeavoured to make 
the duke, inveterate againſt her, 


Mrs. Wedderburn, very diſcreetly 4- 
voided the mention of her children, ſtudi- 
Ous only to fix her thoughts, upon the 
arrival of a perſon, who, in all human 
8 probability 
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probability, would produce a | fortunate 


alteration in her brother's ſentiments; 
and put her enemies to confuſion, 


Her diſcretion had the defired effect; 


lady Eleanor, declared herſelf, greatly 


obliged to her, for having ſo kindly 
brought Mrs. Le Brun, over with her, 


from France; devoutly wiſhed, that ſne 


might find credit with a man, in the de- 
fence of her character, who had more 


than once diſcovered ſo ſtrange a propen- 
fity to liſten to reports in her disfavour'; 


and added,. that ſhe ſhould be very glad 


to ſee the honeſt woman, who had per- 


formed her duty, with ſo much tender- 
meſs and care. 

As ſoon as lady Eleanor had expreſſed 
2 delire to ſee Mrs. Le Brun, Mr. 
Elphin- 
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Elphinſtone, who waited with her, in an 
adjoining apartment, led her into the 


room; and felicitated her ladyſhip in the 


politeſt manner, on his having been able 
to produce ſo powerful an evidence, a- 
gainſt her enemies. Then, taking Sir' 
David into the apartment, which he had 
juſt quitted; they left the ladies to ex- 


__ Change their ſentiments, upon the happy 


occaſion. 


Lady Eleanor had been ſo gradually 
prepared, for the reception of Mrs. Le 
Brun, received her as a perſon whom ſhe 
had expected to ſee, and, therefore, tho? 
ſhe appeared, to be very well pleaſed, 
ſhe was not at all fluttered, at the fight 
of her; as ſhe would certainly have been, 
had Mrs. Le Brun, preſented herſelf on 
à ſuddea to her view: and that worthy; 
woman, 
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woman, by what ſhe {aid to her lady ſhip, 


increaſed the pleaſure which the felt at 
her appearance, 


When Sir David, and Mr. Elphin- 
ſtone, had been chatting together, about 


a quarter of an hour, they came back to 


the company, from whence they retired, 
«© My deareſt life,” ſaid the former to 
lady Eleanor, this ineſtimable friend,” 
pointing to his companion, * abſolutely 
covers me with confuſion, by his un- 
« wearied aſſiduities in my ſervice; the 
obligations I am under to him, can ne- 
56 yer be repaid ; but they ſhall ever be 
* remembered, and remembered, with 


© the {ſincereſt gratitude,” 


Mr. Elphinſtone, was almoſt out of 
countenance, while Sir David was ſpeak- 


Vol. III. I ing 
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ing ſo much in his favour, and Mrs. F1- 
phinitone's cheeks' glowed like crimſon; ; 
for as ſhe truly loved her huſband, every 


word which the heard reduunding to his 


honour, occaſioned a delightful emotion 
in her heart, which ſoon fluſhed her face. 


While her friends were with her, and 
while the converſation, reſulting from the 
arrival of Mrs. Le Brun, continued, lady 
Eleanor was in tolerable ſpirits; but in 
the evening, when ſhe retreated to her 
Pillow, the old train of melancholy 
thoughts, returned; and excluded reſt.— 
Her lovely Reginald, roſe to her imagi- 
nation, with all the alluring charms of 
infant innocence; and while her imagi- 
nation, drew the picture of him, in the 
moſt ſtik ing colours, all the affectionate 
efiorts of her tender huſhand, could not 


Ta Z& 
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eraze the impreſſion, which that picture 
made upon her mind. In vain, did he 
try by recapitulating the probable advan- 
tages, which would ariſe from Mrs. Le 
Brun's arrival, not only to themſelves, 
but to their Arthur, (in whom ſhe 
would have, he had hoped, taken no 
fmall delighr, when the tide of maternal 
grief, for the loſs of his lovely brother, 
began to ebb) try to remove the melan- 
choly, which heavily oppreſſed her ; but 
it was immoveable.— Finding, therefore, 
that he rather increaſed than diminiſhed 
it, by his well intended oppoſition, he 
left the removal of it, to the lenient hand 


f of time, whoſe operations tho' flow, were, 
; he knew, generally attended with falutary 
P elſects. 

5 | 

. 
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From that night, however, poor lady 
Fleanor's health, declined ſo faſt, that 
Sir David began to fear it would not be 
in the power either of phyſic, or of friend- 
ſhip, to reſtore it.— Truly pitiable, in- 
deed, was the ſight which every day, at- 
tracted his attention, an amiable, and 
fondly-beloved wife, lingering thro' the 
laſt ſtage, of a ſorrow- broken conſti- 


tution. 


When the day arrived, on which Mr, 
Elphinſtone had intended to introduce: 
the pretty twins, to their uncle, at lord 
K———'; he at the joint requeſt of 
his lordſhip and lady E———, brought 
young Arthur, and Mrs, Le Brun, (with 
himſelf and his wife) to dinner; but, ac- 
cording to a preconcerted plan, they 


were not to appear till the duke had been 
worked 


_ ta 


EXT 
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worked up, into a diſpoſition, favoura- 
ble to his intentions, 


The converſation being artfully made, 
after dinner, by lord K———, and Mr. 
Elphinſtone, to turn upon the unhappy 
condition of lady Eleanor, both in 
body and mind, reſulting from the loſs 
of a ſon, on. whom ſhe doated, and the 
unkindneſs of a brother, concerning 
whoſe affe ction, ſhe could not be indiffe- 
rent ; the latter deſcribed her complica- 
ted diſtreſſes, with ſuch warmth, and 
ſuch ſtrength of colouring, that the duke, 
whom nature had formed with an humane 
heart, was deeply moved; with the ani- 
mated deſcription: but, tho' the tears 
ſtarted into his eyes, he could not help 


expreſſing his ſurprize at her ſuffering ſo 


ES. much 
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much for the death of a child, who was 
not related to her. 


a „ Her own ſon, not related to her, 
my Lord Duke,” replied Mr. El. 
Pphinſtone, appearing quite aſtoniſh- 
ed: „ ſhall, 1 hope, very ſoon con- 
+ vince your Grace, that the child, 
* whole death ſhe fo ſeverely laments, 
„ owed his birth to hes.” 


He then left the room in a hurry, 
leaving the duke not leſs ſurprized than 
he was before; but, his ſurprize was ſtill 
more increaſed, when Mr. Elphinſtone 
returned with Arthur in bis hand. 


This fweet boy,” —faid he, preſent- 
ing him to his uncle, —* lady Eleanor's 
* ſurviving ſon, carries ſurely in his 
face 
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* face, a ſufficient proof of his near re- 
« lationſhip to her, to Sir David, and 
« I will venture to add, to your Grace.“ 


The duke ſtaggered at the trippls re- 
ſemblance 5. for he. could not help diſco- 
vering ſome traits of himſelf in his ne- 
phew's countenance, fat, amazed, ſeve- 
ral moments, and then cried; ** There 
is, I proteſt, a ſtrange family like- 
4 nels—1 am almoſt inclined to believe, 
that he is really my nephew.“ 


Mr. Elphinſtone, aſſured the duke; 
that he might ſafely depend upon the 
evidence of his eyes; but added, that 
he had it luckily in his power to corro- 
borate that evidence in the moſt effec- 
tual manner. 


14 ö He 
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He then quitted the room again; 


leaving the duke in a ſtate between 
doubt and conviction; and in a ſhort 


time returned, leading in Mrs. Le Brun. 
The duke ſtared, when Mr. Elphin- 
ſtone preſented her to him, as the per- 
fon who had attended lady Eleanor in 
the hour of child birth; and was ready 
to authenticate all that he had been ſay - 


mg about her twin children; but, as he 
had too high an opinion of him, to ima- 


gine that he wanted to ſupport his aſſer- 

tions by the teſtimony of an impoſtor, 

he gave immediate credit to the decla- 

ration, which Mrs. Le Brun made in lady 

Fieanor's favour; and, at the conclu- 

lion, ſaid, with an emphatie accent, 
1 3» 


IJ am ſatisfied,“ calling little Arthur 
o him; he then placed him between 


his 
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his knees, and while he embraced him, 
told him that he was his nephew, and 
that he ſhould find in him another fa- 
ther. 


The reply which Arthur made, to the 
duke, redoubled the affection which he 
had already felt for him; and revived all 
the tenderneſs which he had ever felt for 
his amiable mother when he was not, 
unhappily, under the influence of falſe 
reports, induſtriouſly propogated to her 
diſcredit, ** I hope, Sir,” ſaid he, turn- 
ing to Mr. Eiphinſtone; as he had been 
particularly inſtrumental to the diſſipa- 
tion of his errors, © that my fifter will 
“recover from the diſorders which ren- 
der life ſo weariſome to her; that I 
may, to the utmoſt of my abilies, 
* make her amends for the unkind- 

neſs 
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ce neſs and injuſtice, from prejudices 
© too haſtily imbibed, with Which J. 
<*. have behaved to her.“ 


The whole room applauded the duke, 
for that benevolent-ſpeech,. ſo much to 
his honour,” and diſcovered the ſincereſt. 
ſatisfaction at the return of his fraternal. 
affection, 


Mr. Elphinſtone, , agreeably -fluttered: 
at ſo happy an event; to the bringing. 
about of which, his aſſiduities had been. 
fo conducive, could not remain long 
_ eaſy in his ſeat, while. he glowed with. 
pleaſure. upon the occaſion: the joyouſ- 
neſs of the ſcene before him had, indeed, 
powerful. attractions; but he burned 
with impatience to communicate the 
tranſporting news to Sir David. After- 
having 
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having ſet, therefore, for ſome time, in 
a very reſtleſs condition, he. ſtole: away 
to unboſom himſelf to his friend ; not 
doubting,” but that this charming intel- 
ligence would contribute more ta the 
reſtoration of lady Eleanor's health, than || 
all the preſcriptions of Crichton. | 

| 


On the wings of friendſhip, he flew to 
Sir David, and with the happieſt. ſenſa- 
tians, darted into.. the houſe as. ſoon as 
the door was opened for his admittance; 
but, different ſenſations were inſtan- 
taneouſly excited, when, upon his en- 
tering the parlour, he ſaw Sir David 
and the doctor, ſitting together, with the 
moſt ſolemn faces to be conceived. So | 
unexpected an appearance, gave ſuch a 
confiderable check to the gaiety of his 

heart, that he ſtood for ſome moments, 

| a looking 
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looking at them, without being able to 
articulate a ſyllable. 


Sir David himſelf, was the firſt who 
broke the melancholy ſilence. 


« You may well be ſurprized, my 
„dear Elphinſtone, to ſee us ſo de- 
« jected,” ſaid he, ſighing, but you 
vill ceaſe to wonder at our dejec- 
tion, when I tell you that poor lady 
Eleanor is palt recovery.” 


* You ſhock me with the news,” re- 
plied he; © doubly ſhock me, becauſe 
I came fluſhed with hopes; that the 
e intelligence which I had to commu- 


*©. nicate would have given a fortunate 
turn to her troubled mind, and pro- 
© moted the renewal of her health. 


« And: 


«a. 
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< And ] am ſtill, ſtill, inclined to flat- 
«© ter myſelf,” continued he, © that 
« my intelligence may Þ2//ibly be at- 
„ tended with happy conſequences.” 


He then related what had paſſed, 
very circumftantially, at Lord K —s; 
and the relation occaſioned ſuch plea- 
ſurable emotions in his heart, that he 
roſe, and having ſaid, * This news, 
after all, doctor, may, perhaps, 
% prove a reſtorative,” advanced to- 
wards the door. 


The doctor, well-knowing with what 
Fatal conſequences ſudden communica- 
tions, either of the mirthful or melan- 

holy kind have been attended, ſtopped 
= progreſs, and urged him very ſeriouſ- 
ly not to act with ſo much precipitance. 
5 44 1 
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* will go up, myſelf,” ſaid he, © to 
<« lady Eleanor, and prepare her for 
< the intelligence, which ought to be 
in the moſt gradual manner conveyed 
& to her ears.“ 


Without waiting for an anſwer, be- 
cauſe he was ſatisfied with the propriety 
of his proceedings; he went up to lady 
Eleanor's chamber; from which, in a- 
bout half an hour, he returned, and 
told Sir David, that he might ſafely re- 
peat the agreeable news, with which 
Mr. Elphinſtone had acquainted him. 


At the approach of Sir David, raiſ- 
ing herſelf, and reſting her head upon 
her right elbow, ſhe ſmiled faintly, an ' 
aſked him, how he could fend the doc 5 
tor to excite ſuch flattering emotions in 
| her 
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her breaſt. He has told me, my 
'« dear Sir David, that I ſhall certainly 
hear ſome good news ſoon : doomed 
„to be unfortunate, what good news 
can I expect? But I murmur not 
at my fate: I am perfectly reſigned to 
„ the will of the ſupreme : I only ſigh 
„ to think of thoſe who ſuffer for my 
* ſake—W hat: could he mean by feed- 
ing me with ſuch falſe hopes? 


% He kindly meant, my ſweeteſt 
c Jove, to prepare you for that enli- 
* vening news which you have long, 
:** which you moſt ardently wiſhed for.“ 


«© Ah! my amiable husband, are 
you come to- flatter me tool dare 
not even hope, to hear that the duke 
is undeceived. N 

oc 
. : He 
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He is,“ replied Sir David. 


_ 


Is he,” ſaid the, in a louder voice, 
0 pracious Heaven! my heart ſwells with 
* gratitude But is he undeceived?“ 


He is, he is, my ineſtimable trea- 
& ſure, and feels all a brother's love 
5 rekindled in his boſom. - _ ** 


Lady Eleanor then offered up a ſe- 
| cond ejaculation, and when ' ſhe had 
finiſhed her thankſgivings, Sir David 
informed her of every circumſtance 
which Mrs. Elphinſtone had related to 

him. 5 
The recital gave a turn to lady Ele 
nor's ſpirits, which induced Sir David 
to believe, that ſhe would receive no 
| ſmall 


| 


NN 
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ſmall benefit from it. He was alſo in- 
daced to believe, that he might venture 
to introduce her Arthur to her; but, as 
he was afraid of hazarding an abrupt in- 
troduction, he endeavoured to pave the 
way to it, by attributing the happy 
change in the duke's diſpoſition, under 


the direction of Providence, to the fa- 


mily reſemblance in the features of her 
ton ; and by convincing her, that he, 
therefore, thould-be looked upon as the 
bond of union between her and her re- 
conciled brother. 


Lady Eleanor, feeling at that inſtant, 
ſome ſelf reproaches, for having un- 
gratefully neglected her ſurviving, while 
the regretted the loſs of her deceaſed 

Var. III. K ſon 
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ſon; told Sir David, that ſhe r 
to ſee the dear boy. 


Theſe W fcarce dropped from 
her lips, when Mrs. Elphinſtone made 
her appearance; and having been in- 
formed of the ſituation above ſtairs, 
before ſhe quitted the parlour, by Mr. 
Elphinſtone and the doctor, congratu- 
lated lady Eleanor, as foon as ſhe en- 
tered the room, upon the fortunate im- 
Pre ſfion which the features. of her fon 
had made upon the heart of his uncle, 
* You don't know, how cleverly my 
good huſband,” continued ſhe, con- 
* ducted! the whole affair: Mrs. Le 
* Brun's teſtimony, might, I believe, 
have been ſpared; it ſerved, however, 


+ 0 
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* to finiſh the bufineſs compleatly, 
« which was ſo happily begun.“ 


Sir David, knowing by Mrs. Elphin- 
ſtone's appearance, that his ſon was be- 
low, ſlipt out of the room, when ſhe 
had opened her congratulations ; and in 
a ſhort time returned with him. 


At the fight of her ſon, whom ſhe 
had not beheld fince the death of his 
brother, burſt into tears; with which, 
while the renderly embraced him, ſhe 
watered his little neck; and, after hav- 
ing repeatedly kiſſed him wich the rap- 
tures of a fond mother, repeatedly bleſ- 
fed him. Addrefling herſelf then to Sir 
David, © I have now,---ſaid ſhe,---my 


K 2 „ deareſt, 
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<. deareſt,. beſt of huſbands, only one 
« thing > to wiſn for be fore J die — 


»Die, Mamma,” ſaid Arthur; look- 
jag up innocently in her face, while 
the tears trickled down his pretty cheeks: 
* Don't talk of dying, I ſtall break my 


' heart if vou do, I love you fo 
© much.” 


* No, no, my ſweet child,” replied 
Mrs. Elphinſtone; perceiving that lady 
Eleanor would be too much affected 
with his longer {tay in the room with 
her: Mamma is not going to die, but 
he wants to go to ſleep; and, therefore, 
you and will leave her a little.“ 


At 
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At the conclufion of that ſpeech, ſhe 
took him by. the hand, and led him 
down to the parlour, deſit ing Mrs, Le 
Brun to find ſome amuſement ſor him in 
another apartment, till ſhe had ſpoke 
to the doctor and Mr. Elphinſtone. 


Ohl my amiable huſband,” con- 
tinued- lady Eleanor, when Mrs Ul- 
phinſtone, and her ſon had left the room; 
preſſing him cenderly to her boſom, as 
he hung over her, full of melan- 
choly emotions, to ſee an alarming al- 
reration in her looks, I want only now, 
for the completion of my happineſs, 
during the ſhort time I have to re- 
„ main in this world, to hear that jul- 
tice has triumphed over iniquity in 

K 3 * your 
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« your favour Could I but hear that 
© news, 1 ſhould 1 can fit up no 
6c] longer — Help me while I change 
* a poſture which is become painful 
% to me — there tenderly done—You 
«© were ever moſt kind, moſt indul- 
* gent, and Heaven, I hope 


Here her voice failed her, and ſhe 
fell into a doze. ne SP 


Sir David then diſpatched one of her 
attendants to deſire the doctor to come 
up immediately; who ſoon appeared, 
followed by Mrs. Elphinſtone, who 
trembled from head to foot, and looked | 
far more like a Wee woman, * 
her * friend. 3 


Lady 


Lady Eleanor waked from that doze, 
in about a quarter of an hour, and made 
ſeveral efforts to ſpeak to Sir David, but 
cquld not utter an intelligible word; find- 
ing therefore, all her efforts of that kind, 
ineffectual, ſhe waved her hand, for him 


to come cloſe to the bed, and in a few. 


moments expired upon his boſom. 


When the news of lady Eleanor's 
death, was carried to D——Caſlie, the 
duke lamented the loſs of his amiable 
ſiſter in very pathetic terms; in terms, 
which were probably the more pathetic; 
becauſe he had too much ſenſe, as well 

as too much ſenſibility not to be conſci- 
ous, while he lamented her death, that 
he had been in a great meaſure acceſſary 
to it.— When the firſt effuſions of frater- 

Kd | nal 
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pal grief were over, he ſent an invitation 
to Sir David, deſiring him, with his ſon, 
to make the Caſtle his home, till the fu- 
neral was over; imagining, ſrom his 
own feelings, that the houſe muſt be par- 
ticularly mournful to him. | 


Sir David felt all the force of the duke's 
kindneſs, upon the melancholy occaſion 3 
but he felt alſo ſo firong a propenſity to 
fee the laſt duties, performed with his 
own eyes; that he diſpatched a polite 
refuſal to the duke's invitation; aſſuring his 
grace, however, at the ſame time, that-he 
would, when he had performed the final 
duties of a huſband, gladly embrace the 
firſt opportunity, to thank him for his 
humane and brotherly behaviour. A- 
greeably to that aſſurance, he waited on 

him 


* 
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him with his Arthur, the day after the 


uneral, and they were both recelved in 
in the moſt affectionate manner. Mrs. 
Le Brun, was alſo well received as go- 
verneſs to his fon. | 


The duke not only behaved with the 
greateſt humanity and kindneſs; but with 
the greateſt diſcretion and delicacy, upon 
the arrival of Sir David ; endeavouring 
to fay nothing, which would make him 
re.leCt upon a loſs, which was as irrepa- 
rable as it was ſevere, and availing him- 


ſelf of the moſt refined methods to amuſe 


his thoughts, He loaded both him, and 


kis nephew, for whom his afſection daily 
increaſed, with ſuitable preſents, and did 


all in his power to atone for the fatal in- 
1 of his former conduct; an 


injuriouſneſs 
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injuriouſneſs, however, certainly of a 
venial nature, as it proceeded from an er- 

ror of judgment, and not from à depra- 

vity of heart. 

Sir David himſelf too, as well as his 
ſon, gained ground every day, in the 
duke's favour, who very ſoon took the 

higheſt delight in his company, and by his 

prudent advice, made ſeveral regulations 

in his domeſtic affairs, (which had been 
| thamefully neglected, by thole, to whole 


he reaped no inconfiderable advantages, 


As Sir David's friends, were received 


care he had committed them) from which 


with particular marks of eſteem by the 4 
duke; the Caſtle, in a ſhort time wore a 
new. ads. for the duke having con- 


ceived 
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_ ceived a diſguſt againſt the world, had 
lapſed into a Tetired way of living, and 
ſaw but few people. Thoſe friends, con- 
tributed not a little to prevent him, 
from dwelling upon a train of gloomy 
Ideas, by acquainting him, from time to 
time, with the preparations which were 
making, to compel major Glenorchy, to 
ſurrender the eſtate, which he had ob- 
tained by a fraudulent conveyance.— 


The duke was not idle upon the occa- 
fron, and from his activity the happieſt 
conſequences were prognoſticated, | 


The very evening before the day ap- 
pointed for the trial, as Sir David, was re- 
turning 1n one of the duke's carriages to 
the Caſtle; after having ſupped with Sir 
2 Alex- 


— . — — 
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Alexander Selkirk: a aa yery 
much muffled up, advanced cloſe to it, 
and having fired a piſtol, rode away full 
ſpeed ; but the ſervant who attended the 
carriage having a fleet horſe under him, 


in a ſhort time, overtook the aſſaſſin, . 


knocked him out of the ſaddle, and ſe- 


bed him. 


Sir David, when he came up, was ex- 
ceedingly ſurprized to find, that Glen- 
bucket was the villain, who had made an 
attempt upon his life; but, looked upon 
the ſeizure of him, as a providential e- 
vent, and as his boſom ſwelled with live- 


ly gratitude, he fell inſtantly upon his 


knees, and returned the moſt unfeigned 


thanks, to the ſupreme director of all 
events. 


Wben 
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When Sir Dad arrived at the Caſtle 
with his priſoner; the duke was ſtruck at 
the ſignal interpoſition of providence, in 
his favour; and expreſſed in pious lan- 
guage, the feelings of a good man; 
upon fuch an extraordinary occaſion. 


Early in the morning, Sir David ſent 
letters to all his friends, who, intereſted 
themſelves in the profecution againſt the 
major; to acquaint them, with the ſei- 
zure of Glenbucket, as an aſſaſſin; and 
to ſolicit their- immediate attendance at 


the Caſtle, that a conſultation might be 
opened upon it, 


Sir Archibald, Mr. Elphiaſtone, Mr: 
Drummond, and ſeveral other gentle- 


men, who had ftirred in his behalf 


Came 
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came in conſequence of ſo particular a 
ſummons ;z and it was unanimouſly deter- 
mined, that the proſecution againſt Gle- 
norchy, ſhould be ſuſpended, till Glen- - 
bucket had been tried for his attempt ro 
commit murder; which determination 
had ſuch an effect upon Glenbucket, 
when he heard it, that he freely confeſ- 
ſed the forgery, of which he had been 
guilty, with regard to the conveyance of 
his maſter's eſtate; and for the benefit of 
ſociety, deſired to be removed from the 
world, in which he no longer deſerved 
to remain. 


Glenbucket having by his own con- 
feſſion, given thole who were ap- 
pointed to try him, very little trouble, the 
ſentence, which, ſmote by his guilty con- 
ſcience 


the 
on- 
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I 


ſcience, he ardently wiſhed for, in the 
moments of agony, was ſoon pronounced 
againſt him, and he was executed in a 
few days after his trial. 


Glenorchy's unjuſt pretenſions to Sir 
David's eſtate, having been clearly pro- 
ved, by the confeſſion of Glenbucket ; 
Sir David proceeded to take poſſeſſion of 
it again, and found no oppotition from 


his adverſary, who had moved off with 


Miſs Bruce, as ſoon as he heard of 
the diſaſter which had befallen his 
friend. —— | 


Sir. David, was too ſincere a chriſtian, 
- to rejoice at the death of a fellow crea- 
ture, even of an enemy.; but he could 
not be fo finiſhed a hypocrite, as to diſ- 

| cover 


— 


— — — — — 
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cover any figns of grief, at the execution 
of his undeſerving ſteward. —His other 
two enemies; however, major Glenorchy 
and Miss Bruce, ended their lives in ſo 
horrid a manner, that the tears of huma- 
nity, guthed from his eyes, when he was 
acquainted with the cataitrophe. — After, 
having ſurvived ail the perſons in the 
ſhip, on which they had taken their 
paſſage to Ireland, the irhabitants upon 
the coaſt, to which the ſtorm had dri- 
ven the ſhattered Veiiei; moſt inhu- 
manly butchered them, in order to make 
a wreck, 


